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The Reality of Religions and the Future of Islam:
A Futuristic Study

Hassan Muhammad Al-Asmari, Associate Professor, Department of Islamic
Creed and its Contemporary Schools, College of Shariah and Fundamentals
of Religion, King Khalid University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
h.m.a@hotmail.com

Abstract

This research paper tackles topics related to religious studies through the
reality of religions in the present time according to the cognitive parameter,
which is different from the descriptive parameter of history and the
positivist studies. Looking at religious studies from a cognitive point of
view leads us to special topics such as challenges, threats, and chances, and
accordingly reframes the topics of these studies. Hence the question: What
is meant by religion and being religious? What are the components of
religion? What is the reality of religion today? What are the most important
challenges that face religions today? What is the nature of the relationship
among religions? And what is the future of Islam in this religious world?
Key words: reality of religion — future of Islam — futuristic study- being

religious — components of religion
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% OF WORLD
POPULATION ]
2010 POPULATIOGN IN 2010
Christians 2,168,320,000 31.4%
Muslims 1,599,700,000 23.2
Unaffiliated 1,131,150,000 16.4
Hlndus 1,032,210,000 15.0
Buddhists 487,760,000 74
Folk Religicns 404,620,000 5.0
Other Religions 58,150,000 0.8
Jews 13,860,000 0.2
World total 6.895,850,000 100.0 !

Source: The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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