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Kama (As) in its Qur’anic Context: A Syntactic Study

By: Dr. Muhammad Faisal Muhammad Abdul Fattah,
Professor of Linguistics at the Faculty of Arabic and Islamic Studies
(Males), Cairo
E.MAIL: mohammad.fisal@azhar.edu.eg é@
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Abstract st

There is a consensus among the scholars of Arabic
grammar that kama consists of ka and ma. Sibawayh pointed out
the possibility of treating kama as one lexical item. Reading the
Qur’anic verses inductively will show that kama is used
structurally in two ways:

- The first one occurs between two different lexical items.
Scholars almost agreed that kama is made up of ka as a particle
introducing a simile. In the accusative case, it acts as a
modification of a verbal noun, or as an adverb modifying a
verbal noun.

- The Second case occurs between two different lexical items.
Scholars disagree on whether it consists of of ka and ma. Most of
them regard kama as being composed of ka introducing a simile
and ma. But the scholars disagreed on whether ma is a relative

pronoun, a verbal noun, or a barrier to grammatical case change.
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By studying those occurrences in the books of grammar,
Qur’anic exegesis and Qur’anic grammatical analysis, we have
found that linguists and exegetes differ in deciding whether the
ka of kama 1s a particle or a noun, and hence they differ about its
grammatical function.

Key words: kamad — Qur’anic context — similar lexical items — different

lexical items
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