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Features of the Islamic State in Light of the Constitution
of Medina
By: Muhammad Saleh Ahmad Khalif
E.MAIL: mohammad.salehl1@hotmail.com

Abstract

This study explores the features of the Islamic state as é‘%
stated in the constitution of Medina, which is a charter drawn up | as

Slwlpll

by the Prophet (pbuh) on the night of his arrival in Medina t0 |ammwm
regulate the relationships among the residents on a constitutional @
basis. The constitution defines the Prophet (pbuh) as the head of
the state, and defines the duties of the different groups of the
community. The first section of the study details the indications of

the word ummah (nation) as stated in the charter on two levels.
The first level indicates a religious concept referring to the group
of the believing Muslims. The second level is a political indication
referring to the concept of citizenship, which matches with the
concept of nationality. The second section exhibits the features of
the state in light of the charter. It is shown that Medina then fully
met the specifications of a state during its first era. It formed a
stable harmonious people gathered on the basis of citizenship,
living in one region with clear borderlines, and under the rule of
an authority with full sovereignty over its lands, being obeyed on
the inside and feared on the outside. The third section discusses
the controversial issue where some object to the idea that Islam
was both a religion and a state and that the Prophet (pbuh) was an
authority. The study sets to prove that the Prophet (pbuh) was both
a ruler and a Prophet, and that Islam was a religion and a state.
Key words: features of the Islamic state — the Charter of
Medina
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