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Imam Al-’Amidiy’s Methodology in his A/- Thkam: the Chapter on
Islamic Rulings as an Example

By Dr. Ibrahim Abdul-Gaffar Abdul-Hannan Attahiri

Imam at the Ministry of Endowment and Islamic Affairs, Kuwait
E.MAIL:Ibrahim.altahiry@gmail.com

Abstract

In his book Al-Thkam fi Usil il- Ahkam, Al-’Amidiy has
developed an unprecedented approach that reflects his intelligence,
sapience, and outstanding authorship. He divides his book into four parts;
the first part explores the concept and principles of Islamic jurisprudence;
the second part examines the eschatological evidence, its types and related
concepts or rulings; the third deals with the rulings ( ahkam) of jurist
scholars (mujtahidiin) and the circumstances of the one who asks for
rulings (mustafti) and the scholar who provides answers (mufti); the fourth
part handles selection of evidence (farjih). Imam At-Toufi, may Allah
have mercy on him, commends Al-’Amidiy’s methodology in the above-
mentioned book.

I relied on two principles from Al-’Amidiy’s book in conducting
my research. The first principle verifies the science of usil ul-figh
(Principles of Jurisprudence), its subject matter and objective by stating
the related branches and types. The second principle unfolds the lawful
evidence and its subcategories, since some evidences are definitive and
must be followed, while others are speculative (i.e. thought to be right but
they not truly so). I have categorized the cases and fundamental kinds
based on those two principles, and explained the relevant aspects, so as to
facilitate their understanding through the science of usiil/ ul-figh. Then, |
have arranged the cases in a sequential hierarchical manner that clarifies
the ambiguous and unravels the mysterious connections, thus clearing up
any confusion about relevance, and elucidating the differences among
similar cases.

Key words: Al-’Amidiy, divisions, kinds, usil ul-figh, reasons, al-
Ahkam (jurist rulings)
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