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Tadmin (Semantic Inclusion): Its Impact on Meaning and
Grammatical Function: An Applied Grammatical and
Semantic Study on Selected Examples from the Holy Qur’an

By: Shaimaa Muhammad Tawfiq Barakat

zabdullah.g@gmail.com
Abstract i |
This study tackles a linguistic phenomenon of the Arabic | as

. . _ .. . .. e~
language, which is fadmin (semantic inclusion), and its impact On |gu.m|

meaning and grammatical function, applying it to selected examples
from the Holy Qur’an. It is known that Arabic linguistic studies, with @
their various branches, emerged mainly in relation to the Holy Qur’an,
which was revealed in Arabic, with its layers of contextual meaning
and lexical denotations. The phenomenon of tadmin or semantic
inclusion is commonplace in the Holy Qur’an, discussed extensively
and scrutinized thoroughly by scholars. However, that heritage was
scattered across books on Qur’anic exegesis, Qur’anic readings, as
well as in lexicons, syntax, morphology, rhetoric, and philology
literature. The research aims to study the phenomenon of semantic
inclusion and its impact on meaning and grammar, specifically in the
Holy Qur’an, being a great linguistic source of the nuances of
meanings. The most important objective of the study, among others, is
to track the instances of semantic inclusion in several examples in the
Qur’an, illustrating how they affect the meaning on a number of
levels: lexically, morphologically, and functionally. The study reaches
several findings, including the following: semantic inclusion is a
commonplace linguistic phenomenon in the Qur’'an; it leads to
changing the meaning based on lexical, morphological, or functional
elements; each kind of these changes leads in turn to certain syntactic
or sematic rules; together with it, there is also the similar linguistic
phenomenon of polysemy, the former being more treated in syntax,
whereas the latter is more of semantics.

Key words: semantic inclusion — meaning — syntax — linguistic
phenomena — semantic rules
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