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One of Al-Azhar's pioneers in reform and renewal
(Sheikh Hassan al-Attar)

Mohamed Reda Ramadan El-Bendary.
Department of Da'wa and Islamic Culture
Faculty of Fundamentals of Religion and Da'wa,
Mansoura.
Mohamed.reda@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

| chose to write on this subject to indicate that the
idea of renewal is no longer a heresy to disagree about it,
to demonstrate the clear impact of Al-Azhar in renewal,
and to establish the features of the modern renaissance in
Egypt and the Arab world. The importance of this research
seems to indicate that the call of Sheikh Hassan Al-Attar is
one of the pioneering reformist invitations that did not
stop at the call to the first foundations of Islam, but rather
tried to digest the issues of the times and look them into an
Islamic form that enables them to face the challenge of
Western civilization. Sheikh Hassan al-Attar worked on
resolving the fabricated conflict between religion and
science, and emphasized that Islam has never been an
enemy of free thinking, nor a stumbling block to science.
Sheikh Al-Attar's movement for reform and renewal began
in the form of rejecting the existing reality of the method
of transmission and tradition that was popular in the
scientific community at that time.

This research aims to reveal how a pioneer of Al-
Azhar pioneers, Sheikh Hassan Al-Attar, the voce of the
reform and renewal movement at that time, addressed the
educational and cultural contents prevailing in that period
and how to renew these contents so that they can play their
role in reforming the nation and preserving its Islamic
identity. The study concluded that Al-Azhar has a central
role in the dissemination of islamic, Arab and human
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sciences, and that the legal opinions "fatwas" issued by
Sheikh Attar were a beacon of light for the people of
Egypt that demonstrated the way of genius and excellence
in various scientific fields. The study also concluded that
juristic deduction in the religious sciences is a “necessity”,
in order to find a contemporary jurisprudence that goes
with the needs and requirements of people in the era in
which they live. The study also showed that Al-Attar was
able to make a big impact on his students, who continued
his approach to the call for reform and renewal.

Keywords: Al-Azhar — Reform — Renewal — Al-Attar —

Renaissance
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