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Jurisprudential Issues Resulting from Disagreement

between the Sunni and the Mutazilah® over the
Concept of the Attribute of Allah’s Justice

Amira Taha Abdeul-Aziz Abdul-Zaher

Department of the Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence,
Faculty of Islamic and Arab Studies for Girls, Cairo, Al-
Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: AmiraAbdalzaher.2057 @azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:

It is well-known that disagreements between the Sunni
and the Mutazilah occur in many issues, most important
of which is the attribute of Allah’s Justice and this is one
of the five principles of Mutazilah. Hence, the present
study examines some of the jurisprudential issues
resulting from the disagreement over the attribute of
Allah’s Justice and the impact of this disagreement
between the Sunni and the Mutazilah on these issues. In
order to do so, the study adopts the inductive and
deductive approach and it reaches a number of
conclusions as follows. It shows that theology impacts the
science of the principles of figh; the status of reason is
great in Islam on condition that this is in line with the
light of Sharia so that it cannot be deviated and lost as is
the case with the group of Mutazilah. They view the
attribute of Allah’s Justice from the perspective of mere
reason away from the Quran and the Sunnah. They

(*) A group established by Wasil ibn Ata’ after he said that a person
who commits a cardinal sin is ‘in a middle position’, i.e.
Between a believer and a disbeliever. As a result, he
subsequently stopped attending the circle of al-Hasan al-Basri.
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believe in the mental beauty and ugliness and that people
create their actions. They say that Allah must do the good
and best action for people. All this is in contradiction to
the Sunni. The study shows that these disagreements
result in the Mutazilah’s belief that it is not allowed to
prohibit one of two things as prohibiting one of them
proves the ugliness of both of them. The Mutazilah also
views that it is not permissible to abrogate a ruling by its
opposite as they think this is absurd and the purpose of
worship is not achieved by it. In this way, they
contravene the view held by the majority of the scholars
of jurisprudence of the Sunni.

Keywords: The attribute of Allah’s Justice , the Sunni ,
the Mutazilah , abrogating a ruling by its opposite , the
reality of cause.
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