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Employing the Techniques of Rhetorical
Argumentation in The Judicial Discourse

An Approach to Serious Discourse Analysis
Saad Mohammed Abdel-Ghaffar Yousef

Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, New
Valley University, Alkhargah, Egypt.

Email: saadyousef@art.nvu.edu.eg
Abstract:

The present study is an approach to analyze serious
discourse (Judicial discourse) from the perspective of
rhetorical argumentation. It examines the extent to which
the structural, rhetorical mechanisms and the rhythmic
rhetorical mechanisms are able to achieve arguments by
influencing and coaxing, and by proof and inference. This
in turn achieves persuasion of the goals and objectives
planned by the discourse.

The study aims to spotlight the argumentative dimension
of Arabic rhetoric, and to show the extent of its ability to
transcend the production of rhetorical (ceremonial)
discourse to produce serious discourses. The
argumentation of these serious discourses is based on
rhetorical techniques that are considered successful
strategies in achieving the goals and objectives of the
discourse.

The study adopts a descriptive analytical approach. It tries
to observe some aspects and techniques of rhetorical
arguments in the Judicial discourse by analyzing how
arguments influence others through the use of metaphor,
question, and rhythm, so as to achieve the act of
persuasion in some legal proceedings.
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Among the most important conclusions of the study:

-The role played by rhetoric in producing a successful
judicial discourse is highlighted. Metaphors are
argumentative techniques and persuasive structures in the
architecture of judicial discourse.

Using metaphors crystallizes some of the evidence
required by the context of the discourse.The questioning
method represents an important argumentative technique
in the judicial discourse, clearly devoted to convicting the
accused in the context of the accusation.

-Rhythm - in the judicial discourse - is a means strongly
devoted to achieve influence and coaxing on the
emotional level (pathos), that is concerned with
everything related to the inclinations of the addressees
(the psychology of the recipient).

Keywords: Judicial discourse, Rhetorical argumentation,
Metaphor, Argumentation of the question, Rhythm.
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