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The Effect of Phonology and Semantics on Juristic
Judgments

Fatima Ahmad El-Sayed Sheteewi.

The Fundamentals of Language department, the Faculty
of Islamic and Arabic Studies for girls, Mansoura, Al-
Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.

Email: FatmaShetiwi951.el@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Sounds and connotations are among the most important
branches of the Arabic language upon which jurists rely to
reach legal judgments. Jurists have investigated many
phonological and connotative aspects such as substitution
In consonants, diphthongization, opening, doubling
sounds, assimilation, mistakes in recitation, and some
performance defects, such as defective pronunciation ,
speech defect , stuttering, stammering, and hawking.
These investigations have been the base for some legal
judgments especially those related to the acts of worship -
one of the most important branches in figh- and crimes
judgments. This is indicative of the academic integration
among figh, phonology, and semantics in reaching
judgments based on academic principles and rules. The
problem statement of the present study is that many
imams (leaders in prayers) tend to adopt affectation and
uttering bombastically in Qur’anic recitation in prayers,
slip into making mistakes in recitation, reciting in a
singing-like way, exaggerating in assimilation and
diphthongization, and making other performance defects
which lead to changing the intended meaning greatly and
this in turn makes prayers incorrect. The present study
aims to show the significance of phonology and semantics

< >



Guglal 4S>Y1 B Led Sl g ALY g O g

in reaching legal judgements. It shows how legal
judgements differ based on the different phonological and
semantic rules. It adopts the analytical and descriptive
approach. Among the most important conclusions reached
by the study is that phonological rules significantly affects
juristic judgements. Semantics is the legal criterion to

determine the in/validity of most praying rules.

Keywords: Place of articulation, Change, Ceaning,
Invalidity , Prayers.
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