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The Specificative ® in the Methods of Hijri Dating
Found on Hijaz Inscriptions: a Syntactic Study
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Abstract:

The present study explains the grammatical rules of the
specificative in the method of dating in Arabic language
in light of the texts of early Islamic inscriptions in Hijaz;
these texts are regarded as the most trustworthy texts used
by Arabs for dating. They are distinctive because they are
written by eloquent Arabs who lived in Hijaz whose
pronunciation and usage are cited by grammarians.

The study aims at closely examining the rules of the
specificative that are found in the grammatical methods of
dating in light of these inscriptions, and comparing this
with the opinions of grammarians. It aims to explain the
grammatical rules of the specificative including regular
and irregular cases, and compare the rules found in
inscriptions with the rules and opinions of grammarians so
as to support and clarify the grammarians’ opinions. In
addition, it adds some rules that are not mentioned by
grammarians but proved through the texts of these
inscriptions.

@ 1t is a noun in the accusative state which explains the goal of an
unclear word that comes before it.it is called in Arabic ‘At-
tamyeiz’.
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The study follows a descriptive approach to analyze these
texts and compare between the grammarians’ rules of the
specificatives.

The most important conclusion of the study is that there
are two ways of specifying nights in dating; the first way
IS to state the lexical item verbally and the second way is
to avoid stating the lexical item verbally but take it into
account in meaning. Regarding the dating of a year, most
inscriptions are of the opinion of stating the lexical item
(42 /sanah/ meaning ‘year’) in the genitive case by a
preposition or in the accusative case because of an adverb
followed by the lexical item of a number as adnominal.
When it is in the genitive case, this takes place with
prepositions (2 /fi:/ ), (224 /lazm/), or (o= /min/). Itis less
frequently found in the inscriptions that the lexical item
(42 /sanah/ meaning ‘year’) is repeated in writing. In this
case, it is dealt with as mentioned above, added to the first
number, then comes the specificative to the coordinated;
this is related to the number coordinated; this method is
not mentioned by the grammarians but is referred to in the
inscriptions in question.

Keywords: Expressing date , The specificative , Early
Islamic inscription.
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