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Imam al-Shahrastani Position on Avicenna’s Divine
philosophy

Hani Ali Salim Tayloun

Department of Fundamentals of Religion (Creed and
Philosophy), Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies, Boys’
branch, Al-Azhar University in Cairo

Email: hanytayloun.4@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Avicenna is considered a milestone in the history of Islamic
philosophical thought, and it is no secret to those working in
the field of philosophical research that the aspect of criticism -
which was distinguished by Ibn Sina - is one of the important
aspects that takes the philosopher or scientist out of the circle
of tradition to originality. Clear critical tendencies, perhaps the
most important of which is what Imam al-Shahristani - who
followed Imam al-Ghazali’s project - did in response to the
philosophers in the sixth century AH.

Among the most important results of the research: that Imam
al-Shahristani was able to criticize most of Ibn Sina’s ideas,
employing in this Hajj methods aimed at refuting and
dissolving his ideas within a comprehensive and systematic
framework, and that he was influenced - to a large extent in his
critical approach - by Imam al-Ghazali, but he did not go
beyond Limit criticism to the extent of their atonement, as
Imam Al-Ghazali did, and that Ibn Sina was considered the
owner of an exceptional philosophical mentality characterized
by accuracy in explanation, analysis and criticism, and was not
imitating anyone - as some think.

Keywords: - Al-Shahristani - Ibn Sina - Philosophy - The
Divine - Being - The Duty of Being - Monotheism - the
science of the duty of existence - occurrence - the world
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