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SUMMARY

THE ESTRANGEMENT OF THE
PROTAGONIST IN THE MAHFOUZ'S TRILOGY

Naguib Mahfouz is considered as one of the leading figures in
the history of modern Arabic novel. The trilogy (Palace Walk 1956/
Palace of Desire 1957 / Sugar Street 1957)ranks as one of the best
Arabic novels in the history of Arabic literature. The trilogy
represents the dilemma of the eastern man in the context of his
society. It highlights the paradoxes that generated the estrangement
phenomenon in individuals and the society at large. It is clearly
delineatedin the character of the protagonist Kamal Abdel-Gawad
who belongs to the generation of 1919 revolution, at a time of
stagnation of the national movement when it turned from a popular
revolutionary battle to a political issue.

The revolution in this period turned into a political contest
between the ruling elite, Al-WafdParty and colonization. It was a
partisan conflict. The same generation witnessed a vital global shift.
The younger generation was more ready to interact with the outside
world and to be influenced by it. Such circumstances were the setting
of the protagonist, which reflected the dilemma of estrangement of a
generation which confronted the triumphant European civilization. The
protagonist had to restructure the Egyptian civilization. It is clear that
the intellectual and emotional dilemma lies at the heart of our
problems. The protagonist reflects the progressive and revolutionary
aspect that heralds the future values.

The paper is divided into an introduction and four sections.
Thefirst is the emotional estrangement of the protagonist in the

it
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frame of class consciousness. Then, the second section tackles
estrangement and the moment of recognition and conversion. After
that, | demonstrated his attitudes towards life and ideological
estrangement. The concluding point underlies the protagonist
between metaphysical rebellion and the belief in science. Finally,
there are the conclusion and the margins which include all the
references.
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