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Exaggeration and Ideological Extremism in the Modern
Age: The Phenomenon of Takfir as a Model Example
Ahmad Abdulhameed Sayyedahmad
Department of Creed and Philosophy, Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion and Advocacy in Assuit, al-
Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt
Email: ahmedabdelhamed ¢ A 4(@azhar.edueg

Abstract:

This research aims to discuss the trend of ideological
extremism in the modern age; especially the phenomenon of
takfir on the grounds that it is one of the most important and
most dangerous manifestations of exaggeration and ideological
extremism that tried to destroy the religious, social, and
economic systems in the Islamic and non-Islamic world. This
is evidenced by the fact that it is easy for those who look at the
human history to notice and see forms of extremism and
exaggeration, and to know that periods of exaggeration and
extremism are the black points in the human history that have
exhausted its forces and crippled its resolve throughout the
ages, and until the present moment in which we live.
Therefore, it was necessary to scrutinize in that trend, try to
explain its causes, and treat it in the light of the Islamic rules.
It is worth mentioning that we, firstly, made a general
presentation of the concept of exaggeration and ideological
extremism; which is our first basis to present the phenomenon
of takfir, then we depended on it to present the phenomenon of
takfir; its roots and its most important manifestations, then we
explained the impact of exaggeration and ideological
extremism (in both ancient and modern eras), and the most
important modern extremist trends that were based on them,
such as the extremist group Da’esh (ISIS); with an explanation
of the causes of ideological extremism and its treatment, given
that they are the specific causes of the phenomenon of takfir.
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One of the most important results reached is that
intellectual and ideological extremism is the result of a
disorder in the intellect and mind of a human being, and of a
departure from averageness and moderation in understanding
the correct Islamic doctrinal subjects and issues. This is in
addition to the fact that exaggeration and extremism that exist
now, which are represented by labeling Muslims disbelievers
(Takfir), killing them, and bearing arms over them, is in itself
the method of the Kharijites (Khawarij) who appeared in the
past; during the era of Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (may Allah Be
Pleased with him). Hence, one of the most important
recommendations of the research is spreading the correct
moderate Islamic thought among peoples and nations, along
with states and societies joining hands with each other in order
to confront and eliminate this deviant trend, so that security
and peace prevail among peoples.

Key Words: Exaggeration — Ideological Extremism -
Phenomenon — Takfir (labeling someone a disbeliever).
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