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The Esoteric Interpretation (methodology — characteristics —
purposes) and the Position of the Sunnis about it
Ahmad Yaseen Hasan Ali Sha’baan
Department of Da'wah and Islamic Culture, Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion and Islamic Da'wah, Tanta, Al-
Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
E-mail: AhmedYassin.el. 106@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract
The research aims to clarify the problems of
interpretation among the esoteric movements by clarifying the
rules of their approach to interpretation, its characteristics,
purposes and its refutation, to show the position of sunni islam
regarding it and to present the correct perception of the issues
under study according to the critical view of sunni islam for the
theses of esoteric interpretation, its visions and perceptions.
Several approaches have been followed in this research,
including: the inductive approach, the descriptive approach,
the historical approach, and the critical analytical approach.
The most important results that have been reached
were: that interpretation was and still is the basis on which the
esoteric sects were based, and the most important means in
forming their convictions, supporting their belief, spreading

their ideas, and promoting their doctrine, and its followers used
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it excessively with no control over it, no law governing it, and
no evidence supporting it, which was the cause of their
exaggeration, their excesses, and their exclusion from the realm
of true belief and the right approach. Sunnis have been on the
lookout for them - since their appearance until now - declaring
their deviation, exposing their falsehood, revealing their
corruption and emphasizing their bad intentions and the
maliciousness of their folds in plotting against Islam and
undermining its followers; in fulfillment of their duty to defend
the religion, to safeguard its Sharia from the tampering of
abusers, and to immunize the nation from falling into the
clutches of this thought and its snares, which was one of the
doors of exploitation by the enemies of Islam throughout
history; to tarnish its image, destroy its structure and infiltrate
the ranks of its followers; divide their group and tear their
unity.

The researcher also recommends studying the esoteric
movements, especially contemporary ones, including each sect
separately, and constantly and continuously confronting all
forms of religious and intellectual deviation with wisdom and
good exhortation according to the approach of Islam and the
vision of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif that bases on moderation.
Keywords: interpretation — esoteric — method - characteristics

— purposes — the position of the Sunnis (sunni islam).
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