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Religious Upbringing and New Atheism:
The Dichotomy of Mutual Effect
Azza Ramadan Alabeda
, Department, Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls in Cairo, Islamic Theology and
Philosophy Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

E-mail: azzaramadan@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research aims to focus on new atheism which no longer confines itself to a
class of intellectuals, but has become part and parcel of globalization and
modernisation. Technology and social media helped in this, giving rise to New
Atheism of which populism remains a characteristic feature, even if it sometimes
maintains its scientific and philosophical appearance. This necessitates the
investigation of its different aspects; and the study of the factors that helped in the
rise of this anomalous pattern of thinking centered around the idea of ‘the
anthropomorphisation of the Divine’ (ansanat al-ilah), be them religious,
psychological, social, political, or educational.

The researcher relied on the integrative approach that combined descriptive,
analytical and critical approaches.

The most important outcome of this research is need for attention to younger
generations to gain a balanced religious education and upbringing.

This kind of education starts when children become conscious of their surroundings,
so that their relationship with their Lord could be built on solid foundations. This
comes through the setting of their conceptions of God, man, the universe, and life on
a correct basis, in a gradual process that suits the children’s age, their mental
development, and their psychological and spiritual growth. This also comes with
emphasis on the questions related to religious doctrines that children ask to their
parents, caregivers, and religious education teachers; and the provision of simple,
convincing, and spiritually nourishing answers that are in accord with the Azhari
approach, particularly the Ash‘arl creed that has the virtues of being balanced and
considerate of the epistemological, rational, and spiritual components of the
religious education of the Muslim.

Keywords: Religious Upbringing — New Atheism — Evil Dilemma — Z Generation —

A Generation.
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