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A research abstract with the title:

The Role of Imam al-Ghazali in Confronting The
exoteric interpretation (batiny Tafsir), a critical and analytical
study

This research tackles the role of the authority on
Islam (Hojatoleslam) Imam Abu Hamed Al-Ghazali (450-
505 AH) played 1n criticizing and confronting the exoteric
interpretation of the Qur'an and Hadith through discussing
it in some of his books. He mentioned that differences
between people in religions and faiths, between Imams in
their ways, and between sects are like a fathomless sea
that many drowned in it, and few are those who survive.
He also wrote a book that uncovers the reality of their sect,
and titled 1t (Fada'e¢hul batiniyyah wa zahiriyyah)
"Disgraces of Batiniyyah and Mustazheryyah". He allocated
the second part of that book to show their titles, and
uncover the motive that urged them to put this misleading
claim. Moreover, among their exoteric claims, Al-Ghazali
mentioned that Batiniyyah see that the outward (zahir)
meaning of expressions in the Qur'an and Hadith has
esoteric (batin) meanings that are like the essence to the
cover. This means that Al-Ghazali asserted greatly on the
suspicion of their belief, and evidently showed its
invalidity. Therefore, Al-Ghazali concluded in his book
(al-Munqidhu menad Dalaal) "The Saver from misguidance"
that they and their words are useless, and unless that bad
habit of supporting an ignorant fellow, that heresy would
not —although it 1s groundless — spread to such a degree.

As we see, al-Ghazali fathomed the depth of Batiniyyah's
instructions, wrote many books that confront these

vat
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instructions, showed —in these books- their instructions
and aims systematically, and came to say that they are
greatly suspicious to the extent that we saw some of his
contemporary righteous fellows blamed him of his
exaggeration in criticizing their opinions. However, he is
al-Ghazali who does nothing but searching, investigating
and studying thoroughly any sect to uncover it, and then
come to it again to refute its allegations and vanities, and
he always did so with all the sects he discussed. Professor:
Fathi Muhammad Az-zoghbi
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