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Research Abstract on the hadith of the (Argument between Adam and 

Musa-Creedal and Analytical study) 

Belief in predestination is among the six pillars of faith. In fact, it is the 

underlining principle of tauheed of which without it nothing would be left 

of tauheed. 

Since the origin of ambiguity in this matter is the wrong understanding of 

religious texts, I decided to do a research on the hadith which is the point 

of ambiguity in predestination, and that is the hadith of the (Argument 

between Adam and Musa-peace be upon them) 

The subject of the hadith is a debate between Musa and Adam, peace be 

upon them concerning predestination as narrated by the Prophet-peace 

be upon him where he mentioned the argument of both Musa and Adam 

and then stated that Adam had a stronger argument over Musa. 

The hadith is agreed upon and reported by both Bukhari and Muslim in 

their Sahih books and is generally accepted by scholars. 

This hadith has been ambiguous to many people who thought that the 

argument between Musa and Adam was about the sin and hence they 

differed in their positions concerning the hadith: 

The Al-Qadariyya rejected the hadith because of their wrong 

understanding of its correct meaning and their ambiguity in rejecting it is 

their claim that the hadith indicates that it is right to use predestination 

as an excuse for committing sin and also claimed that affirming the 

hadith necessitates disrupting the sharia. 

As for the Al-Jabariyya, they use the hadith to prove the permissibility to 

use predestination as an excuse for committing sin. In fact, they made it a 

pillar for them in establishing their false creeds of claiming that the 

servant is compelled to do his deeds and should not be blamed for his 

sins. 

The Ahlu Sunnah are unanimous in their position on the meaning of the 

hadith that it does not indicate using predestination as an excuse for 

committing sins, and that Adam only used predestination as an excuse for 

the calamity not the sin, then they differ concerning the argument of 

Musa; was it on the calamity or the sin which caused the calamity. There 

are two views on this: 

One: that Musa blamed Adam for the calamity that befell him and his 

offspring; which is the eviction from paradise and dissension to the earth 

which is as a result of his deed and sin. 

Two: that Musa blamed Adam for the sin because it was the cause of the 

calamity not because it was a sin, so Adam used predestination as an 

excuse for the sin because he had already repented from it. 

Each of the two views is worthy of note and when one takes a critical look 

at them they are close even though the first view is stronger. 

Allah knows best. 
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