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Preface

Rhetorical Values in Ibn Sina’s (Avicenna’s) Poem
Ibn Sina's eminent and distinguished poem is
renowned for its richness with rhetorical values and
significance. It precisely, accurately, and carefully
contributed to meeting the main and various purposes of
the poem. It covered three fundamental and principal
themes as follows. (1) First Theme. This theme tackles the
soul's transition from its original position in the highest
sphere as it unwillingly and reluctantly descended and
joined the human body, which is created out of clay,
burdened with organs, and surrounded with sins.
Therefore, the soul suffered being in a world distinct
from its own world. Nevertheless, it soon became familiar
with it and hated abandoning it, which is peculiar. (2)
Second Theme. The second theme depicts a transitional
phase that overwhelmed the soul with joy and glee when
the soul sensed the end of that body, which implies its
return to the highest sphere where it belongs. Thus, it
merrily got ready to return to its spiritual world. (3)
Third Theme. The third theme underlines an abstract and
rational thought that necessitates close investigation. It
sums up lbn Sina's quest regarding the reason behind the
descent of the soul, inhabiting the body for a certain
period, and going back again to where it belongs. Ibn
Sina has made his own speculations and expectations in
this regard, but he left the door ajar for other expert and

specialized explanations and more clarification.

The researcher believes that there is no way to
uncover the mystery behind this issue as Allah has said in
the Holy Quran, Surah Al-Isra (The Night Journey),
verse 85: "And they ask you, [Oh, Muhammad], about
the soul. Say, ""The soul is of the affair of my Lord. And
mankind has not been given of knowledge except a little."



Vi

His poetic lines clearly highlight his genuine expertise
in employing the rhetorical values; he accurately selects
the most proper terms that best describe the meaning he
would like to convey; he makes very good use of
inversion, omission, structural and grammatical stylistics,
definite and indefinite expressions, cohesion and
coherence and the opposite, and brevity as well as
redundancy.

He, furthermore, cleverly employs the rhetoric figures
of speech such as simile, metaphor, alliteration,
assonance, and so forth, which vividly contributed to the
intelligible explanation of the poem. Ibn Sina has got the
talent, sensibility, and intellect of a philosopher as well as
the sense of an author.

The scholar sought to underline the most significant
rhetoric values in Ibn Sina's poem, which properly suited
the stylistics of the assemblies and made crystal clear and
vivid lbn Sina's thoughts, perception, conception, and
ingenuity. The scholar, furthermore, deems it a humble
contribution and wishes it would be beneficial and useful
asking Allah best of luck and success.

Best wishes,
The Scholar
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