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Abstract:

Scientific research at the university becomes very important because it
reflects the academic quality of the institution. This quality is
measured through scientific production in the field of research. The
university teacher is considered to have a significant impact on the
development of scientific knowledge and the acquisition of research
skills of the postgraduate students. This requires continuousl
enhanced research competencies. The university teacher's researc
competency is seen as an integrated part that combines knowledge,
skills, scientific experience, personal values, qualities of the
researcher, the ability to implement activities, and organization of the
fruitful research work of the students. Participants consisted of (115)
teaching assistants: among them were (40) demonstrators and (75)
assistant-lectures. The researcher designed and used two scales: the
first was the Research Competency Scale which administered to the
university teachers, and the second was the Scientific Research Skills
Scale which administered to the demonstrators. Analyzing data
through stepwise multiple regression analysis, the findings revealed
that there were statistically significant differences between the
dimensions of research competency among the university teachers - as
ﬁerceived by the full-time postgraduate students - in favor of the
igher mean scores. In light of this, the dimensions were ranked as;
communication competency, scientific research competency, research
motivation, and accurate scientific methodological knowledge,
resFectively. Additionally, there were no statistical significant
differences in the dimensions of research competency among the
university teachers due to the full-time postgraduate students'
academic ranks (demonstrator, assistant lecturer). This means that
there was agreement among the participants on the research
competency dimensions according to their d%fferent academic ranks.
Finally, it was possibly to predict the skills of scientific research with
the knowledge of the dimensions of research competency among the
university teachers. In more details, the findings revealed that the most
contributing dimension to the skills of scientific research was
communication competency, followed by scientific research
competency, research  motivation, and accurate scientific
methodological knowledge, respectively.

Keywords: competency, research competency; university teacher;
skill: scientific research skill.
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