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Abstract
Al-I'tigad fi I'tigad Ahl Al-Sunan Wa Al-Jama‘a
by
Abi Bakr Muhammad b. al-Fadl al-Balkhi, a Hanafi
Critical and Analytical Study
Ayedh Saad Aldosari
Dept. of Islamic Studies
College: Education
King Saud University
Riyadh
ayaldosari@KSU.EDU.SA
This research is a critical edition and study of Al-Itigad fi Itigad Ahl Al-
Sunan Wa Al-Jama‘a or Al-Khisal fi ‘Aqa’id Ahl Al-Sunna, a book on Islamic
creed. The author is Abtu Bakr Muhammad b. al-Fadl al-Balkhi, a Hanafi
imam and Qur'an exegete. There is little known about him. He likely died in
€14 AH/ .vv AD, although there are also suggestions that his date of death
was in either Y0 AH/\.ve AD or &1 AH/Y.yo AD.
The book of imam Abi Bakr al-Balkhi is a brief text that states the creed of
Ahl al-Sunna wa al-Jama‘a, without any philosophical or Scholastic
theological content. It greatly resembles al-‘Aqgida al-Tahawiyya and al-
Hakim al-Samargandr's book al-Sawad al-A‘zam. It contains various traits
which are intertwined but not ordered by subject. Each trait is brief and
written in the form of statements without being supported by proofs from
either the Sharra or reason. Although it is a book about creed, it includes,
as al-‘Aqida al-Tahawiyya and al-Sawad al-A‘zam do, three topics: The first
is concerned with creedal traits, and relevant subjects including issues of
faith, decree, the Quran not being created, the divine attributes and matters
of the unseen, such as Paradise, Hell, the angels, resurrection, the sirat, the
scales and the reckoning. The second topic is that of jurisprudential traits,
and relevant issues such as wiping over the khuff (leather socks), prayer,

ablution, tayammum (dry ablution) and divorce. The third is social and
- YUVY -



political traits, and relevant subjects such as the necessity of adherence to
the Muslim community and not disobeying the ruler.

The importance of this study can be seen for many reasons, for examples:
First, the author is a Hanafi imam, and the Hanafi school is one of the most
important and widespread schools within the Muslim sunni tradition. It is
claimed that its followers currently constitute over half of the world’'s
Muslims.

Second, this is the first time that this important manuscript of this early
Hanafi scholar has been discovered, edited and studied.

Third, the book of al-Balkhi was written for Sultan Mahmud b. Subuktikin al-
Ghaznawi (d. evA AH/\.ya AD), King of Transoxiana, India, Afghanistan and
Iran.

The study comprises of two components. The first forms an analytical
assessment of the context and background of al-Itigadd. The second is a
critical Arabic edition of the text. The structure of the book is as follows: Part
One is dedicated to discussing issues related to the historical and religious-
political context of the book. Part Two is dedicated to the verification of the
ascription of the manuscript to its author, critically analyzing al-Balkhi and
Sultan Mahmid b. Subuktikin’s personal details, outlining the roots of the
creedal Hanai schools and its relationship to Abid Hanifa, and finally
discussing the content of the book and the manuscripts of al-I‘tiqad and
describing the methodology followed in editing and verifying the Arabic text.
Part Three presents the edited Arabic text of al-Itigad based on six
manuscripts.

Keywords: Itigad,Ahl Al-Sunna, Al-Balkhi, Hanafi, Qur'an Exegete, Creed,
Decree, Divine Attributes, Paradise and Hell, Resurrection.
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