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Shim on Bin Megas’ Usage of Heritage Old

Estament Characters in his Poetry

" An Analytical Descriptive Study "
Walid Reda Ali Abdallah
Department of literature Hebrew medieval Language -
Faculty of Arts- Menofia University
Email: drwalidberber@yahoo.com

Abstarct

Most Jewish poets in medieval Hebrew literature
drew on the Old Testament as the main source of the
Jewish religious heritage; its characters and events. They
depicted them in their poems in an attempt to relate
these characters and events to their reality. Shim on Bin
Megas was one of the poets of medieval Hebrew
literature who lived in Palestine in the 7th century. In
Palestine,he composed his religious poetry like poets
inspired by traditional Old Testament personalities, be
they prophets; such as Abraham, Moses, and Jacob, or
religious figures such as lady Maryam, Hagar, and
Sarah. He employed these personalities in his poetry, in
various patterns calling them sometimes by their
explicit names, and sometimes by the title, nickname,
saying, and event.His employing of these characters in
his poetry had various connotations that he indicated,
such as suffering, praising the Lord, and salvation.
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This topic is chosen for lack of studies on Hebrew
poetry in Palestine in the Middle Ages.The aim is to
study the extent of the interaction of Shim'on Bin
Megas with the religious heritage; to shed light on the
way he used the characters, the Old Testament in his

9=

poetry, and the indications of its employment in his %}g

poetry.

It relied on the analytical descriptive approach;
describing the poetry of Shim on Bin Megas, describing
the characters of the Old Testament in his poetry,
analyzing his religious poems, and deducing the
patterns of employing the characters of the Old
Testament. It has been concluded that the Jewish
religious heritage had an important role in shaping the
poetic text in the poetry of Shim on Bin Megas, and that
the personalities of the prophets were among the most
prevalent in the Old Testament heritage in his poetry.
Keywords: Old Estament Characters, Hebrew poetry

in medieval
RO RO
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