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Orphan Works in Literature: an Analytical
Descriptive Study
Dr.Wessam Munir A.Rahman Al-zoghby
Lecturer Of Library and Information Science
The Documents, Libraries and Information
Department, Faculty of Humanities, Al-Azhar
University, Cairo, Egypt
Email: Wessammunir78@gmail.com
Abstract:
Orphan works represent a real problem, both for the
beneficiaries and for cultural heritage institutions,
especially those that carry out comprehensive
digitization processes, Orphan works are works that
are protected under intellectual property law, but the
copyright owner is unknown or inaccessible for one
reason or another after taking steps to diligent search
for Owner of the copyright to orphan work.
From here the problem of this study crystallized on the
concept of orphan works and the concept and
requirements of the diligent search for the owner of the
copyright to orphan work, in addition to clarifying the
location of orphan works between intellectual property
and the public domain, The study also tried to explore
the international situation about solving the problem of
orphan works and finding solutions to the problems
caused by those works, also presenting international
examples to deal with the problem.
The study relied on the descriptive analytical method
to achieve its goals depending on search engines to
reach the study community, which was represented in
the study of two international examples for dealing
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with orphan works, namely the Diligent Search
platform , and Orphan Works Database which are
officially affiliated to the European Parliament, The
study proved that orphan works are a major problem
for libraries that preserve intellectual production and
communicate it to the beneficiaries, in addition to the
existence of official tools to deal with the problem of
orphan works, such as the Diligent Search platform
and Orphan Works Database, which are officially
affiliated with the European Parliament, the database
allows Record detailed information about orphan
works.
Keywords: Orphan Works, Diligent Search,
Intellectual Property, Copyright
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