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Poetic Evidence from Pre-Islamic Poetry in Al-Farra’’s
Ma ‘ani I-Qur’an” (Meanings of the Qur’an): A Study Applied
to Surat Al-Bagarah

By Dr. Hanem Hussain Al-Gawhari Al-Gazzar,
Associate Professor, Department of Arabic,
College of Arabic and Islamic Studies (Females) in Mansoura, Al-
Azhar University
magdysb@yahoo.com
Abstract

This research contains more than twenty syntactical and
morphological proofs used by Al-Farra® (d.207H) in his
interpretation of many verses from the Qur’an. These proofs are
quoted from some of the Pre-Islamic poets such as Imru’ 1-Qays
and An-Nabighah. This paper consists of an introduction, a
preface, two sections and a variety of indexes. The study of Al-
Farra’ has led to the following findings:

e Al-Farra’ is interested in poetry, especially good poetry
conveyed to us through eloquent Arabs; his book has more
than eight-hundred lines of poetry.

e He has used poetry as evidence for many things; he may use
a poetic line to support a syntactic rule, an opinion he
favored, or to detect the lexical frequency as used by the
Arabs.

e When a verse from the Qur’an can be read in different
ways, he cites from the Arabic tradition what supports each
type of reading as he is well versed in Qur’anic readings.

e Al-Farra’ has greatly affected the scholars who came after
him such as Ibn Malik, Abu Hayyan, and others.

Key words: poetic proof — Pre-Islamic poetry - Al-Farra’ —
meanings of the Qur’an
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