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THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
IN SUPPORT OF POLICIES TO RATIONALIZE
HOUSEHOLD CONSUMPTION
A STUDY ON SOME CIVIL ASSOCIATIONS IN THE
CITY OF CAIRO

Mervat I. Abdel Ghani ®; Hoda A. Momen®; Nahla S. Ali ©
and Amal A. Atwa®
1) Post graduate Student, Faculty of Graduate Studies and
Environmental Research, Ain Shams University 2) Faculty of
Education, Ain Shams University 3) Faculty of Graduate Studies and
Environmental Research, Ain Shams University.

ABSTRACT

The aim of the research is to identify the role of civil society
institutions in supporting the policies of rationalizing family
consumption, and to reveal the most important obstacles that limit the
role of these institutions in carrying out their mission. The researchers
relied on the descriptive approach and the case study, as well as the in-
depth interview of a sample of (25) NGOs affiliated with the Ministry
of Social Solidarity in Cairo Governorate.

The results revealed a clear defect in understanding the policies of
rationalizing consumption, and the associations' lack of interest in the
issue of rationalizing consumption on the grounds that it needs the
attention of major state institutions. A clear waste and waste of many of
the associations' resources, due to random work that is not based on
scientific and cultural foundations in the use and distribution of these
resources and misplaced them.
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The results also indicated the existence of a large gap between the
orientations and policies of the state towards development and the
exploitation of resources, and the work of many NGOs working in
opposite directions, in addition to the lack of attention to the
qualifications of the members of the associations, which was reflected
in the officials' understanding of the issue and their attempts to find a
solution.

The research recommended the necessity of tightening financial
and administrative control over NGOs to ensure that aid reaches its
beneficiaries after examining their cases and ascertaining their actual
need, and reconsidering the NGO law regarding the requirement of
qualifications for membership of members, and that the condition for
joining the NGO’s board of directors should be holders of higher
qualifications. As well as paying attention to the training of civil society
workers, raising their efficiency and improving their skills in various
areas of development. In addition to the need for coordination between
community organizations and various ministries to develop programs to
increase popular participation, and expand the contributions of
businessmen and those who are able in the projects they submit to
associations..

Key words: Civil society, Rationalization of household consumption.
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