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Abstract:

Pottery attributes have an intricate nature; any change in one attribute leads to changes in
the others. Studies of technological change over time arrived late in the discipline. Hence,
pottery studies call for shedding more light on composition, which includes temper that was
only sporadically studied. The Neolithic of Egypt was described as not being well understood.
Therefore, this paper dealt with temper in pottery vessels during the Neolithic of the Nile
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Valley in the cultures of Fayum, Merimde, el-Omari and Badari. Previous studies identified the
additives in the fabric of the pottery, but without paying attention to the function and uses of
those pottery vessels, this research paper determined the relationship between these materials
and the uses of the pots as individual human behavior with which there is a direct relationship
with social behavior, as well as the relationship between the materials added to the pottery
vessel and the decorations implemented on it. This study traced the development of temper
using descriptive and analytical theoretical frameworks, namely design structure analysis.
Results confirmed that temper changed and developed overtime. Fayoum pottery was
tempered with plant and mineral material. Even within the same culture, like in the case of
Merimde, temper changed from un-tempered clay with polished surfaces, then later adding
temper. The latter practice resulted in rougher pots with fewer decorations and more forms. The
red color was sometimes added as a temper to pottery from el-Omari. Badari pots showed the
use of particular Nile fabrics: A, B, and C, reflecting the specific use of vessels, which coincided
with an increase in social complexity and the development of pottery production within the
society. This study confirmed that pottery temper could be studied from an artistic perspective.
Keywords: Prehistoric Pottery, Prehistoric Art, Neolithic Egypt, Temper, Egyptology.
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