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An archaeological artistic study of two unpublished Persian ceramic tiles

exhibited at the Tariq Rajab museum in Kuwait.
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Abstract:

Throughout the several Islamic ages, Iran remains at the forefront of nations in the
manufacture of applied arts, especially ceramic artifacts of assorted forms. During the Qajar era
(1193-1343 AH / 1779-1925 AD), Iran produced large quantities of ceramic tiles that were
characterized by a variety of shapes and decorations, which were used in casing many
buildings. This research is a descriptive study of two polychrome Qajar ceramic tiles placed
under the transparent glaze currently exhibited at Tariq Rajab Museum in Kuwait. This paper
resulted in dating the two ceramic tiles depending on comparative studies, as well as applying
the features of the art of certain ceramic school styles; the latter resulting in deducing the dating
to the Iranian Qajar era, the 13" century AH 19% AD. Furthermore, the functional purposes of
the two tiles were expounded resulting in understanding both the decorative and industrial
styles, beside the pictorial subjects, and the decorative elements implemented on them
Key words :

Pottery, Ceramic tiles, Geometric ornaments, pictorial themes, Laylah wa al-Majntin, Hunting

scenes - Qajar period.
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— RADWAN, SALIH AL-SAYID SAYID, «al-Azya' al-qagariya fi du’ al-mahtatat wa’l-tuhaf al-
tatbiqiya (1193- 1343A.H/ 1779- 1925A.D) (Dirasa atariya fanniya)», Master
Thesis, Faculty of Archeology/ Fayoum University, 2020.
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— RAMADAN, ZAYNAB SAYID, «Zaharif al-tuhaf al-ma‘daniya al-Salgtuqiya fi Iran (Dirasa atariya
fanniya)», Ph.D Thesis, Faculty of Arts/ Tanta University, 1419A.H/ 1999A.D.
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- SABIR, ASRAF SUBHI MUHAMMAD, Dikr al-tair wa’l-hayawan fi al-Luga wa’l-Amtal wa’l-Ahadit
wa’l-Qur an, 1sted., Dar al-‘ilm wa’l-taqafa, 2002.
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— 'ABD AL-DAIM, NADIR MAHMUD, «al-Hazaf al-irani fi al-‘as al-Safaw1 dirasa atariya fanniya
min hilal magmu‘at matahif al-Qahira», Ph.D Thesis, Faculty of Archeology/
Cairo University, 1995.
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— “ABD AL-‘AL, AL-SAYM’ AHMAD, «al-Balatat al-hazafiya wa'l-tuhaf al-hasabiya al-iraniya min
hilal tasawir al-mabhtatat fi al-‘asr al-Safawi (Dirasa fanniya muqgarna ma“ al-
tuhaf al-baqiya)», Master Thesis, Department of Islamic Archeology, Faculty of
Arts/ Assiut University, 2018.
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— ‘ABD AL-QADIR, MUNA ‘ABD AL-HAMID MUHAMMAD, «Zahirat wad‘ al-isba‘fi al-fam fi
madaris al-taswir al-iraniya (Dirasa fanniya muqarna)», Master Thesis,
Department of Islamic Archeology, Faculty of Arts/ Assiut University, 2019.
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— ‘UIMAN, ABIRIKA MU'MIN °IQILA, «al-Balatat al-hazafiya fi al-‘ama’ir al-‘utmaniya bi

Tarabuls al-garb (959- 1329A.H/ 1551- 1911A.D) Dirasa fanniya

mugqarana» Libyan Arab Jamahiriya: Faculty of Arts/ Omar Al-Mukhtar
University, 2008.
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— “ATALLAH, NISRIN ‘ALl AHMAD MUHAMMAD, «al-Tuhaf al-ma‘diniya al-iraniya fi al-‘asr al-
Qagar1 "fi da’ magmii‘a gadida», Master Thesis, Faculty of Archeology/ Cairo
University.
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— "ALI, MAMDUH HASAN MUHAMMAD, Manazir al-tarab wa l-misiqa fi al-fan al-islami hilal al-quriin
al-sab‘a al-"uld min al-higra wa ‘lagatih bi’l-mawrit al-mahalli (Dirdsa fanniya
mugqarna), 1%t ed., Cairo: Dar al-hikma, 1433A.H/ 2012A.D.
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— FARGALI, ABU AL-HAMD MAHMUD, al-Funiin al-islamiya fi al-‘asrayin al-Safawi bi Iran, 1%ed.,
Cairo: Maktabat madbuli, 1410A.H/ 1990A.D.
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— MUBARAK, ‘IMAD SULAYMAN ‘ABD AL-SALAM, «al-Tuhaf al-ma‘daniya al-iraniya al-mahftiza
bi mathaf Gorgiya al-watani bi madinat Tiblis (Tiglis) (Dirasa atariya fanniya fi
di’ magmi‘a gadida)», Ph.D Thesis, Faculty of Archeology/ Cairo University,
1441 A.H/ 2020A.D.
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— MUGAMMA" AL-LUGA AL-'ARABIYA, al-Mu ‘gam al-wasit, 4™ ed., Maktabat al-Surtiq al-dawliya,
1425A.H/ 2004A.D.
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— MUHAMMAD, RUFAYDA ‘ADIL ‘ALl «Rsum al-hiytll wa adwatiha fi di’ madaris al-taswir al-
Iraniya mundu al-‘asr al-Maguli hatta nihayat al-‘asr al-Qagari (Dirasa fanniya
mugqarana)», Master Thesis, Department of Archeology, Faculty of Arts/ Assiut
University, 2019.
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- MUHAMMAD, ‘AZZA ‘ABD AL-MU'TI ‘ABDUH, «al-zahrafa ‘ala al-tuhaf al-fanniya fi Misr al-
islamiya hatta nihayat al-qarn al-rabi‘ al-higri (al-‘asir al-milad1)», Ph.D Thesis,
Faculty of Archeology/ Cairo University, vol.1, 2002- 2003.
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— iiiiieeee, «Dirasa atariya fanniya li magmii‘a min al-awani al-hazafiya li'l-amir Muhammad
‘All mahfaiza bi mathaf al-Wadi al-Gadid bi’l-harga (tunsar li'wwal marra)»,
Proceedings of the Nineteenth Conference of the General Union of Arab
Archaeologists, Studies in the Archeology of the Arab World, November, 2016.
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— MUHAMMAD, NAWAL GABIR, «al-Tuhaf al-hasabiya f1 al-‘asr al-Taymuri min hilal al-tuhaf al-
tatbiqiya wa tasawir al-mahtatat», Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts/ Ain Shams
University, 2012 A.D .
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— MUHAMMAD, WAFA’ TABIT AL-SAYID, «Zaharif al-ka’'inat al-hayya wa’l-hurafiya ‘ala al-tuhaf
al-tatbiqiya fi1 al-Andalus mundu ‘ahd al-hilafa al-Aumawiya wa hatta suqut
dawlat Bani Ahmar bi Girnata (138- 756A.H/ 897- 1492A.D) (Dirasa atariya

fanniya)», Master Thesis, Faculty of Archeology/ Sohag University, 1439A.H/
2017A.D.
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— MAHBMUD, IHAB AHMAD HASAN, «Suwar al-salatin wa’l-'umara’ wa rigal al-dawla f1 al-
madrasa al-qagariya (Dirasa atariya fanniya)», Master Thesis, Faculty of
Archeology/ Cairo University, 1432A.H/ 2011A.D.
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— MAHMUD, WALID ‘ALI MUHAMMAD, «Arba‘at siytuf islamiya mahfiiza fi madinat Na fi
tiSarkask bi Ruisya (Nasr wa dirasa)», Proceedings of the Fourteenth Conference of
the General Union of Arab Archaeologists, 2011.
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— MARZUQ, ‘ATIF ‘ALI ‘ABD AL-RAHIM, «Madrasat Kasmir fi tasawir al-mahtatat al-islamiya fi
al-fatra min al-qarn (10-13A.H/ 16-19A.D.)», Ph.D Thesis, Faculty of Arts/
Sohag University, 2010.
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— MURSI, RAMADAN SA‘BAN ‘ALl «ta’fir al-asatir al-qadima wa zaharifuha ‘ala al-funun al-
zuhrufiya al-islamiya f Misr hilal al-‘asr al-‘Utmani wa ‘asr al-'Usra al-
‘alawiya (923- 1372A.H/ 1517- 1952A.D)», Master Thesis, Department of
Archeology, Faculty of Arts/ Assiut University, 2014.
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— MUNTASIR, ‘ABD AL-HALIM, ‘Aga’ib al-mahlugat li'I-Qazwini, Alexandria, 2002.
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— HAZzA®, HUSAM, al-Funiin al-islamiya fi al-‘asr al- Utmani (Dirdasa atariya hadariya), 1% ed.,
Cairo: Dar al-kitab al-hadit, 2009.
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— WILBER, DONALD, Iran madiha wa hadiruha, Translated by: ‘Abd al-Na‘im Muhammad
Hasanin, 2rded., Cairo: Dar al-kitab al-misri, 1405A.H 1985A.D.
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— YASIN, IMAN MUHAMMAD AL-‘ABID, «al-Ta’'tirat al-turubiya ‘ala al-funtin al-islamiya al-
iraniya hilal al-‘asr al-Qagari (1193- 1343A.H/ 1779- 1925A.D)», vol.1, Master
Thesis, Faculty of Archeology/ Cairo University, 2008.
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— YASIN, ‘ABD AL-NASIR MUHAMMAD HASAN, «al-Asliha al-hugumiya fi al-‘asr al-islami (bi’l-

tatbiq ‘ala zaharif al-funtin al-tatbiqiya wa’l-‘ama’ir)», vol.2, Magallat Kulliyat
al-Adab 24, Faculty of Arts/ Sohag University, October 2001.
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= rnenenenen , al-Ramziya al-diniya fi al-zahrafa al-islamiya (Dirdsa fi "Mitafiziga” al-fan al-islami), 1+t ed.,
Cairo: Maktabat zahra’ al-Sarq, 2006.
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— e , Manazir al-furiisiya fi dii funiin al-haza al-islami, 1sted., Cairo: Maktabat zahra’ al-Sarq,
2005.
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— YUSUF, ‘A’1SA IBRAHIM DUSUQ]I, «Asgal al-ruham fi qasr al-amir Muhammad ‘Al bi’l-Manyal
(Dirasa atariya fanniya)», vol.1, Master Thesis, Faculty of Archeology/ Cairo
University, 2009.
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— AKRAMI HASSANKIADEH A & ARVAND P.: «Majnun’s isolation from human society and living
with wild animals: Comparative study of Iranian literature and painting »,
International Journal of Arts and C, commerce 6, NQ. 8, November 2017.

—AL-SAADOON, AlJ. B .: «Animate Paintings Executed on Ceramic Vessels and Tilesin Light of the
Collection Preserved in King Faisal Museum », West East Journal of social Sciences 7,
NO©.3, December 2018.
- Islamic Republic of IranIranian Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism
Organization ICHHTO, Nomination of Golestan Palace For Inscription on the world
heritage list, Executive Summary, UNESCO World Heritage Convention, Tehran, 2012. .

- EIRAJI, J., & others .: « The Relationship between Qajar Architecture and Art and Iranian Culture and
the Effects of West and East on them», International Conference on Humanities, Society
and Culture, IPEDR Vo0l.20,2011,LACSIT Press,Singapore .

—M.SCARCE, J .: « The Architecture and Decoration of the Gulistan Palace: The Aims and Achievements
of Fath Ali Shah (1797-1834) and Nasir al- Din Shah (1848-1896) » ,Iranian studies34,
Ne.1-4, 2001 .

—MODARES, M., «Qajar painting in the second half of the nineteenth century andrealism», MasterThesis,
Presented he Faculty of the Department of Art and Humanities, san jose State
University, In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree Master of Arts,
December 2006, 34

—OMAR, R .«Les scenes romantique sur les carreaux de revétement en céramique safa vides
(907_1148H)», magazine de la fédération des universités arabes pour le tourisme et
I'hétellerie, université du canal de suez faculté du tourisme, 2017

—BENISI, T.,& ZAREZADEH, F.: « Examing the Origin of Flowerpot Motifs in the Buildings of Qajarera»,
The Intemational Archives of the Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial
information Sciences , volume XL 11/W11,2019,GEORS2019-2nd international
Conference of Geomatics and Restoration, Milan, Italy,8-10 May 2019.
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http://islamicartsmagazine.com/magazine/view/qajar_ceramics_bridging_tradition_and_modernity_exhi
ibition24/6/2021

— https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2008/arts-of-the-islamic-world-
108222/lot.166.html?locale=en 2021/6/25

— https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2013/regards-sur-orient-orientalistes-islamique-
pf1319/10t.108.html 2021/7/5
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— https://www.lyonandturnbull.com/auction/lot/333-large-qajar-tile-mounted-low-table-by-whytock--
reid/?lot=135234&sd=1 2021/6/25

— https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-a-large-circular-qajar-glazed-ceramic-tile-
5125327/?from=salesummary&intObjectID=5125327&lid=1 2021/7/4

— https://www.google.com/search?q=qajar%20tile&tbm=isch&hl=ar&tbs=rimg:Ce ASBOxlimvgYZMHew
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— https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2008/arts-of-the-islamic-world-
108222/lot.166.htmlI?locale=en 2021/7/6

— https://gramhir.com/media/2316815360614868138 2021/10/20

— https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_G-313 2021/10/20

— https://www.pinterest.com/pin/427842033352089377 2021/10/20
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Islamic Republic of Iran,Iranian Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization ICHHTO,
Nomination of Golestan Palace For Inscription on the world heritage list, Executive Summary, UNESCO World
Heritage Convention, Tehran2012,P151.
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