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Abstract:

The long history of the Mesopotamian Civilization has produced over three thousand
gods and a far lesser number of monsters, sages, spirits, and demons, which together with the
protective deities of the individual, the countless souls of the dead, and the demonized witch
defined supernatural agency in Mesopotamian thought. However, Mesopotamian demonology
is less varied than Mesopotamian theology and, at the same time, less defined. One of the
reasons is that the previous scholars did not collect, organize, and explain their demonic
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material in demon-lists, like they did their theological material in god-lists. This may be
attributed to the fact that demons were considered beyond monstrosity. They were neither
male nor female, incorporeal non-beings, concealed, their names did not exist in Heaven and
Earth, and they were not counted in the universal census.

An exception to this is the two best known Mesopotamian demons, Lamashtu and
Pazuzu. The two most deviant ones have the most stable and explicit iconographies. First
millennium texts prescribe the manufacture of Pazuzu heads that were to be worn on the body
during an exorcism. Representations of Pazuzu, made of terracotta, stone or metal, remained in
use for an extended period of time. Pazuzu then, though a king of the demons, functioned not
like a demon to be exorcized, but like a monster guarding a house or a person against
aggressive demons. It is this research that proves the deity of Pazuzu.
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1- BRETT, MAIDEN, « Counterintuitive Demons: Pazuzu and Lamastu in Iconography, Text, and
Cognition», Journal of Ancient near Eastern Religions 18, Koninklijke Brill NV Leiden, 2018.
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2 —Nils, P. Heef8el:« Evil Against Evil, The Demon Pazuzu», Studi e materiali di storia delle religioni77, Ne.2

Brescia, Italia, 2011, 357- 368

3 DANCIU, - P. A.: « Pazuzu and Lamatshtu — The Demonic Couple in The Babylonian Mitology», Journal
of Romanian Literary Studies 10, Slovakia, 2017.

3 WIGGERMANN, F.A.M.: «The Mesopotamian Pandemonium», Studi e Materiali di Storia delle Religioni 77,
Brescia, Italia, 2011, 298-322.

+ VERDERAME, L., Demons and Illness from Antiquity to the Early-Modern, 2017, 65.

® CULICAN, W.J.: «Phoenician Demons», Near Eastern Study35, Ne.1, University of Chicago,1976, 21.
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® HEEBEL, N.P., Pazuzu Archaologische und Philologische Studien zu einem Altorientalischen Damon (Ancient
Magic and Divination4), Brill, Leiden— Boston — Koln, 2002, 9.

7 OTHMAR KEEL, Symbolism of the Biblical World, Ancient Near Eastern Iconography and the Book of Psalms
(Reprint ed.) Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1997, 40.
8 HEEBEL, Pazuzu, 9.
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12 URI G.: «A Collection of Pazuzu Objects in Jerusalem», Revue d’Assyriologie et d’Archéologie Orientale 94,
Presses Universitaires de France, 2001/2, 149-154.

13 BORGER, Pazuzu, 1987, 20.

4 WIGGERMANN, Lamastu, 229, 244.

15 BORGER, Pazuzu, 22ff., 48-90, bilingual.
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17 BOEHMER, R.M.: « Die Entwicklung der Glyptik Wahrend der Akkad-Zeit», UAVA 4, Berlin, 1965, abb.
340.

18 WIGGERMANN, F.A.M.: « Mesopotamian Protective Spirits. The Ritual Texts», CM 1, Groningen, 1992,
169ff.

19 NACKTE, G.: «Naked Goddess», RIA IX, Hamburg, 1998-2001, 61, abb. 6.

20 MAYER-OPIFICIUS, R., Sonne:«Die Gefliigelte Sonne. Himmels- und Regendarstellungen im alten
Vorderasien», in UF 16, Berlin, 1984, 189 note., 16.

21 A few years ago a project on The Iconography of Deities and Demons in the Ancient Near East was
launched by Zurich University; once fully developed, it will provide a solid basis for a comparative
iconographic study of demons in the Middle East; see:
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% For a comprehensive and interdisciplinary overview on monster studies see recent MITTMAN &
DENDLE, The Ashgate Research Companion to Monsters and the Monstrous, 2011; COHEN, culture of honor, 1996.
On monsters as counter-intuitive representations in ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern art, see
WENGROW, D.,«Cognition, materiality and monsters: the cultural transmission of counterintuitive forms
in Bronze Age societies», Journal of Material Culture, Vol 16, issue 2, London, 2011, 131-149.

2 For an overview on Mesopotamian demons and their epithets, see Black/Green, Gods, Demons and
Symbols of Ancient Mesopotamia, 1992, 63-66; WIGGERMANN, « The Mesopotamian Pandemonium», 302-310.

2+ Story of Creation, 62, Tablet I, Lines 139-143; GEORGE BARTON, Tiamat, Jaos, Vol. XV, Baltimore, New
Haven, 1893, 1-27.
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25 WALTER, F.: « Lamastu: An Edition of the Canonical Series of Lamastu Incantations and Rituals and
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OTHMAR KEEL, Symbolism of the Biblical World, FIG. 93.

Cf. FREY-ANTHES, Unheilsmachte und Schutzgenien, FIG. 31.

e .'..-..-.-.'...o e o
-

: Y I:':'";..,l'. .
- - « 4 °
4,2/ ",
e .' s T
—

ceinal) (el ally i) il Layy culiilS (Y JS4)

AMIET, P., «L’Homme-oiseau dans I’ Art Mésopotamien», Or 21, 1952, FIG. 14

(VY12 0) | dailly 2381 joliall § Solasd Al s3ea0 93950 duale WA



(Y- YY) Y suadl YY sl ool oS alall slas¥l Al

AMIET, «L’'Homme-oiseau dans 1’ Art Mésopotamien», FIG. 15.
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BOEHMER, «Entwicklung», abb. 364

AR @i Olasls mealys] Liys | DOI 10.21608/JGUAA.2020.28898.1095



(Y- YY) Y suadl YY sl ool oS alall slas¥l Al

A5 0y Kasan illa b 4 Luilall 3pma(V JS)
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HENRIKE FREY-ANTHES, Orbis Biblicus Et Orientalis, Unheilsmachte und Schutzgenien, Antiwesen Und
Grenzganger, Vorstellungen Von Damonen Im Alten Israel, 2013, FIG. 28.
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FREY-ANTHES, Unheilsmachte und Schutzgenien, fig. 29.
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URI GABBAY, “A Collection of Pazuzu Objects inJerusalem,” FIGS. 2, 4.
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