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®7Lanciani, Rodolfo Amedeo. The Ruins and Excavations of Ancient Rome. Houghton, Mifflin
and Company, Boston and New York, 1900, p. 265

Carlson Deborah. “Mast-Step Coins Among the Romans”,p. 319.

Marsden Peter. A Ship of the Roman Period from Blackfriars, in the city of London,
GquhaII Museum, London, 1967, pp.34-35.
©OMarsden, Peter. Ships of the Port of London: First to Eleventh Centuries AD, Historic
England, London, 1994, p.49.
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E ;Carlson, Deborah. “Mast-Step Coins Among the Romans”, p.319.
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Carlson, Deborah. “Mast-Step Coins Among the Romans”, pp.319-320.
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%) Cic. Nat. D. 3.89.

®OTuck, Steven. “The Expansion of Triumphal Imagery Beyond Rome: Imperial Monuments at
the Harbors of Ostia and Lepcis Magna”, Memoirs of the American Academy in Rome.
Supplementary Volumes, Vol. 6, The Maritime World of Ancient Rome, (2008), pp. 325-341
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Antiquity. Thesis, Texas A & M University, 2014.
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Weinstein, James Morris. Foundation Deposits in Ancient Egypt, pp. 374 ff.
9Bothmer, Bernard. “Ptolemaic Reliefs. I. A Granite Block of Philip Arrhidaeus”, Bulletin of
the Museum of Fine Arts, Vol. 50, No. 280 (Jun., 1952), p. 19.
(7°)Masson,AureIia.“F oundation Deposits from Naukratis”, In: Naukratis: Greeks
in Egypt ”,Alexandra Villing, project director. London: British Museum Press, 2015, pp.1-21.
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Third Century BC, Cambridge United Kinadom, Cambridqe Universitv Press, 2008. p.1.
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(4 Jones, Michael, “The Temple of Apis in Memphis”, The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology,
Vol. 76 (1990), pp. 141.

G ge AN eanl) & el S IS 3 AT Cigpan gy 8 A G JaaSla) jaas (Y
SSadS Il il (aulS deddioa) daall) AU o 6 0 im0 Cipag o8 o

taa)) (AGH (NAION) : & 4dle aylaial)
Jeffery, L.H., The Local Scripts of the Archaic Greece: A Study of the Origin of the Greek

Alphabet and its Development from the Eighth to the Fifth Centuries B.C., Oxford, Oxford
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The Problem of the Exceptional Function of Coins as a
Foundation Deposit
“A Comparative Study in the light of Coin Discoveries in
Egypt and the Greek and Roman Cities”
Dr. Naglaa Mahmoud Ezzat’

Abstract

Did coins have an additional function other than its traditional
usage as a tool in financial transactions? In fact, coins were one of
the components of the foundation deposits, which were placed under
or in walls of several religious and secular buildings, before or
during construction. Did coins were specifically selected for certain
reasons? Are there diverse reasons, or have they been consistent
reflecting a single concept? Were coins used in Egypt in the same
way as the foundation deposits in the Greek and Roman cities? The
scarcity of both the Greek and Roman sources, which dealt with
foundation ritual on the one hand, and the foundation deposits on the
other hand, has led many researchers to neglect studying the
foundation deposits in general and coins as a component of these
deposits in particular. Therefore, all we have is a number of limited
studies, or comments scattered here and there which do not give us a
full picture of the actual role of coins in this context. As for Egypt,
there is still no study tracking the usage of coins through this
concept, and whether it has been used in accordance with this usage
on a large or limited scale.

Based on the above, the research aims to follow the role of
coins in Egypt as foundation deposits, aiming at exploring the
significance of this exceptional employment. In order to achieve this
goal, the comparative approach is required to compare monetary
discoveries in Greek and Roman cities with their counterparts in
Egypt, particularly in relation to each of the following:

(A) Temples (b) bases of Statues and alters (c) Houses and doors
(d) Ship masts (e) bases of oblesiks
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