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! De Wit, Le role et le sens du lion dans._I'Egypte ancienne, 299-301; Davies, The rock
tombs of Deir el Gebrawi I1, 43; Bonnet, RARG, 444, s.v. «Matit»; Montet, Geographie de
I'Egypte ancienne 11, 131; Graefe, «Matit», col. 1245-1246; id, Studien zu den Géttern und
Kulten im 12. und 10. oberagyptischen Gau, 10, 22-24; Osing, Rosati, Papiri geroglifici e
ieratici da Tebtynis, 138; Leitz (ed.), Lexikon der &gyptischen Gotter und
Gotterbezeichnungen 111, 213, s.v. «M3ityt»; Bunson, Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt, s.v.
«Matit»; Corteggiani, L'Egypte ancienne et ses dieux, 312.
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% De Wit, Le role et le sens du lion dans I'Egypte ancienne, 292-367; Yoyotte, «Des lions
et des chats. Contribution a la prosopographie de I'époque Libyenne,», 155-178.
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West, «The Greek version of the legend of Tefnut,» 161-183; Verhoeven, «Tefnut», col.
296-304; Quirke, Ancient Egyptian Religion, 25-31; Hart, The Routledge Dictionary of
Egyptian Gods and Goddesses, 156, s.v. «Tefnut»; Shaw, Nicholson, British Museum
Dictionary of Ancient Egypt, 284, s.v. «Tefnut».
* Sternberg, «Sachmet», col. 323-333; Shaw, Nicholson, British Museum Dictionary of
Ancient Egypt, 257, s.v. «Sekhmet».
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Bonnet, RARG, 80-82, s.v. «Bastet»; Yoyotte, «Cat», 36-37; Otto, «Bastet», col. 628-30;
El-Kordy, La Déesse Bastet, 62; Lurker, The Gods and Symbols of Ancient Egypt, 32, s.v.
«Bastet»; Saleh, Sourouzian, Official Catalogue. The Egyptian Museum, Cairo, no. 255;
Malek, The Cat in Ancient Egypt; Hart, The Routledge Dictionary of Egyptian Gods and
Goddesses, 45-7, s.v. «Bastet»; Raffaele, «An unpublished Early Dynastic stone vessel
fragment with incised inscription naming the goddess Bastet,» 27-46.
® Shaw, Nicholson, British Museum Dictionary of Ancient Egypt, 193, s.v. «<Mut».
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Gardiner, «The Mansion of Life and the Master of the King’s Largess,», 89-90;

Westendorf, «Die Pantherkatze Mafdet,» 248-56; Wilkinson, Early Dynastic Egypt, 249-
251; Hart, The Routledge Dictionary of Egyptian Gods and Goddesses, 90, s.v. «Mafdet».
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Emery, Archaic Egypt, 125; Kakosy, «Mehit», col. 5-6; Wilkinson, Early Dynastic Egypt,
251.
° Bonnet, RARG, 427, s.v. «Léwe»; van Binsbergen, «The leopard and the lion An

exploration of Nostratic and Bantu lexical continuity in the light of Kammerzell’s
hypothesis,» Marges linguistiques, 12; Houlihan, «Feline Deities,» 512-516.
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Castel, «Panthers, leopards and cheetahs. Notes on identification,» 17-28.
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" Bartos, «Les divinités felines,» 1.
? See Rice, Egypt's Making, 68-69; O’Connor, «Context, function and program:
understanding ceremonial slate palettes,» 5-25.
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Quibell, Hierakonpolis I1, 41, pl. 28; Legge, «The Carved Slates from Hieraconpolis and
elsewhere,» pl. 3; id.,, «Was Khasekhmui called Mena?,» pl. 43; Vandier, Manuel
d’archéologie égyptienne |, fig. 381, 382; Petrie, Ceremonial Slate Palettes, pl. F16, F15.
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Sc’hweitzer, Léwe und Sphinx im Alten Agypten; De Wit, Le role et le sens du lion dans
I’Egypte ancienne; Patch, Dawn of Egyptian Art, passim; Bernand, «Le culte du lion en
Basse Egypte d'aprés les documents grecs,» 63-94; Bartos, «Les divinités felines,» 1.

15 Bartos, «Les divinités felines,» 2-4.
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18 Petrie, Royal Tombs of the Earliest Dynasties 11, pl. XVI (115-116); Emery, Archaic

Egypt, 125; Wilkinson, Early Dynastic Egypt, 251.

Y Hannig, Die Sprache der Pharaonen GroBRes Handwérterbuch Agyptisch—Deutsch

(2800-950 v. Chr.), 382; Bartos, «Les divinités felines,» 2-3, n.1, fig. 1.

8 Weill, «Monuments nouveaux des premiéres dynasties,» 6-9; Hawass, «A Fragmentary

Monument of Djoser from Saqgara,» 45-56.

% Schweitzer, Léwe und Sphinx im alten Agypten, 20-21; Bartos, «Les divinités felines,»

2-4,

2% Davies, rock tombs of Deir el Gebrawi 11, 43; Leitz, Lexikon der agyptischen Gétter und

Gotterbezeichnungen 111, 213, s.v. «M3ityt».
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Otto, «Anti», col. 318f; Graefe, «Der Drogennamen swt-Nmtj,» 15-20; Brovarski, «Two

Old Kingdom Writing Boards from Giza,», 29-30; Wilkinson, Complete Gods and

Goddesses of Ancient Egypt, 204-5; Strudwick, Leprohon, Texts from the Pyramid Age,

366, 378; Hart, The Routledge dictionary of Egyptian Gods and Goddesses, 23-24.
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Gardiner, Ancient Egyptian Onomastica, II, 68*72*; id, Egyptian Grammar, 476 (I g);
Sethe, Urgeschichte und &lteste Religion der Agypter, 853; Montet, Géographie de

L 'Egypte Ancienne 11, 129; De Wit, Le role et le sens du lion dans I'Egypte ancienne, 298;
Helck, «Gaue,» col. 389.
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** Duimichen, Geographische Inschriften altagyptischer Denkmaler 111, pl. 81; Davies, rock
tombs of Deir el Gebrawi I, 43.
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% Davies, The rock tombs of Deir el Gebrawi I, 18, 25, 34-35; 11, 8, 10-11, 20- 21, 30-32,
34, 43.

Wb 11, 34.

%7 Kees, Horus und Seth als Gétterpaar |1, 21.
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Sethe, Urgeschichte und alteste Religion der Agypter, 53, § 65; Montet, Geographie de
L 'Egypte Ancienne |, 172-185; Helck, «Gaue,», col. 401.
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* Pyr. §1440e; Miiller, Egyptian mythology, 135.
% Speleers, Les Textes des Pyramides égyptiennes 11, Vocabulaire, 41; De Wit, Le role et
le sens du lion dans I'Egypte ancienne, 299; Mercer, The Pyramid Texts in Translation and
Commentary I, 229; 11, 703.

*! De Wit, Le role et le sens du lion dans I'Egypte ancienne, 298.
ARE:



Wl an Yol olotyl slee
Ay 54 Gal blal S "Gl m3i #Maa) 5 sl e Gl o
aul' Caady (Wh) 4 ypadl 4l (sl 8 clas Al 5 " 5a" 4
S O A W m3 e s ebie JAT Wlaal o sam g L2
OIS s 5 Al dea e s Al A pead) Al o jie o oaag "o g
Li ) Gy il 33 gl e 3 S35 saall J.Lu RV P T D
e "l L S ) JISEY) e s 8 5T laeS Ty sa] wu
O 8" (5 5 WS "l and 5 AdlAD) a5 jeadl) @Ju\ N
i o8 Ly (il Migt A geall aied ki 'Chr. Leitz "oai
(B o ) Jw o a0 4§ el ALl )y o 35l dag yal"
Betsy uuf i g 58 ay) u@ Lo le i e el 8 dlia 5 "5l
Suad 5 ."dismemberer The' 48 pdall w "cusils’ ool o <2 5 <M. Bryan
@J\_d\),c"a_.ﬁ"”a}u.d\ fa.u:‘d_tl.}sé\&.})k i abial) s Sy e
slaull 3 ysatdl 8 lgadd 2) Jawgdl Al jac dd cﬁdﬂ\ S _yadl
b Y 25 Aaal Al o eI ) Ol JY) e s Gllall
L ¢ ¢ 5 e dag Jaa e BUUIER 1 e A e
(L_Atis j) ‘Lp).a ‘_g § (Uaaada gl jnng 1 X¥a i caiu'”dal\ :\JJJ\ Pro-tx
a¥) S eyl 5 Sl (el a2 Al el i i
1Xa I N TSR Aag By e S ‘kQ\\O 1 2<a
DR 1 a¥) Jal ) dea (A ey © NS 2

Al oY

b et 5 Ll Jal 5 A (e ASL 4 pead) JBY) e "cuild’ & sea
A AlalS 4l s i (o CulS 5 Agadl) Al jeae (8 S5 A B sal
e "Gl G s Cua 3 gixall 53 anY i aiadeS deadiiue CilS L

% Wassell, Ancient Egyptian fauna: a lexicographical study, 69.
% Borghouts, Ancient Egyptian Magical Texts,112.
% Leitz, Lexikon der &gyptischen Gétter und Gotterbezeichnungen I11, 213, s.v. "M3ityt"
% Muiller, Egyptian mythology, 135.
% Bryan, «statuette of lion-headed goddesses,» 138-139.
3" LLacau, Chevrier, «Une chapelle de Sésostris ler & Karnak,» 227, pl.3.
% Osing, Rosati, Papiri geroglifici e ieratici da Tebtynis, 141, pl. 19, 2, 14.
¥ Cauville, Le temple de Dendara X/1 :composition hiéroglyphique, 219, 2; X/2:
photographies, pl. 103.
“0 Cauville, Le temple de Dendara X/1, 326, 10.
*! Rochemonteix, Chassinat, Le temple d’Edfou |, 394, 16.
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2 Loret, «Le mot Q&le,» 87-94; Wb |, 26; Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar, 502 (R12),
550; Faulkner, A Concise Dictionary of Middle Egyptian, 7; Hannig, Die Sprache der
Pharaonen GroRes Handwdérterbuch Agyptisch—Deutsch, 22.
“ Wb I1, 34.
e e o unjle fie 6 8o L3 lade jie il QB e cla gl cun B
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Quibell, Excavations at Saqgara 5 (1911-1912), 40, pl. 30; Borchardt Denkmaéler des
Alten Reiches (ausser den Statuen) im Museum von Kairo, Nr. 1295-1808 I, 108-111, pl.
25-27; Capart, L’art egyptien 3, pl. 407; PM Il1l, 439; Saleh, Sourouzian, The Egyptian
Museum Cairo: Official Catalogue, no. 21; Labbé-Toutée, Egyptian Art in the Age of the
Pyramids, 188 (Cat. no. 17).
G oY) Aagiae A 5 (G 1201) sial 3 aidias dgaly B s dall
Cos yad (y gma 29 Phoebe Apperson Hearst Museum of Anthropology—asie

raa) ) 1 (6-19825) a8y caat S ju L) slS daalag Lia o) 59 35
Lutz, Egyptian Tomb Steles and Offering Stones of the Museum of Anthropology and
Ethnology of the University of California, no. | (48), pl. I; Reisner, A History of the Giza
Necropolis I, 193(17), 203(1), 385-387; Der Manuelian, «The Problem of the Giza Slab
Stelae,» 122, 124; Ranke, PN, 78 (3); PM Ill, 57; Ziegler, Egyptian Art in the Age of the

Pyramids, 245-246 (Cat. no. 52).
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nb(?), (9) di.n(.i) n.k kn nb, (10) di.rz(.i) n.ksizb nb ‘
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“® Medinet Habu VII, pl. 544A.
* Cauville, Le temple de Dendara X/1, 215, 9-11; X/2, pl. 102; 131; Ead, Le temple de
Dendara. Les chapelles osiriennes. Transcription et traduction, 113.
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Wh 111, 252(9-14) MK; Wilson, A Ptolemaic Lexikon, 719.
138 e AW ¢ 5ad Wies i die Qi dapa oladiud Cauville "J5S il cilisd
(37) . () Gaganl () deas ) Ja O o) 52 0 ¢ r Ly LS gy b (il
A O g MCnd™ JANs ilaiy adadl Ciga A g (V) (adig pMSN (e J5Y) 3 ganll)
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Cauville, Le temple de Dendara. Les chapelles osiriennes. Transcription et traduction,
113.
>0 Leitz, Lexikon der agyptischen Gétter und Gotterbezeichnungen 111, 213; Corteggiani,
L'Egypte ancienne et ses dieux, 312.
! Cauville, Le temple de Dendara X/1, 219, 2; X/2, pl. 103; 132; Ead, Le temple de

Dendara. Les chapelles osiriennes. Transcription et traduction, 115.
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Wb |, 363 98-12); Wilson, A Ptolemaic Lexikon, 258; Leitz, Lexikon der agyptischen
Gotter und Gotterbezeichnungen 11, 579-580, et n. 102.
oy
e sl e
Davies, The rock tombs of Deir el Gebrawi I-1lI; PM 1V, 243-246; Beinlich, «Deir el-
Gabrawi,» col. 1027-1028; N. Kanawati, Deir el-Gabrawi I, 11-20; Moreno Garcia, Juan
Carlos, «Deir el-Gabrawi,» 1-5.
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Jacquet-Gordon, Les noms des domaines funéraires sous I'Ancien Empire Egyptien, 450;
Helck, Die altagyptischen Gaue, 101.
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(8) Dd mdw in yst wrt m M3ty.t s3 (9) Mnw hr hnd, swr snd.f m ibw ntrw,

(10) dsr $fyt.k hr ntrwt, (11) di.i n.k h® m hk3 Pssty iti.k hry r-dr.
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Simpson, «Egyptian Statuary of Courtiers in Dynasty 18,» 42-44, figs. 13-16; PM VIII,

544, 801-626-120 (online version).

5"l il ) G gaallay (et Wi (5 gl 5 <Ll die (O) el 5aal kT

S S Gatia ) ) (s salhay

Piehl, Inscriptions hiéroglyphiques recueillies en Europe et en Egypte I, pl. XLIX; de

Rochemonteix, Chassinat, Le temple d’Edfou 1, 394, 16, pl. XXXlla; PM VI, 143 (188).

*’ Chassinat, Le temple de Dendara I, pl. XLV.

*® Mariette, Dendérah : description générale du grand temple de cette ville, I, pl. 59-62.
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>° Daumas, Dendara IX, 219-220, pl. DCCCCXXIII (Tableau C. s. 3. d. L.).

% Chassinat, Dendara 1, 42 (6), 80 (8-9); I, 22 (11); IV, 103 (14-15), 105 (6), 180 (8);
Daumas, Dendara IX, 220 (5); Leitz, Lexikon der &gyptischen Gotter und
Gotterbezeichnungen 1V, 69.
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Daumas, Le Temple de Dendara IX, 220, 4-6, pl. DCCCCXXIII; PM VI, 53.
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Whb 11,185(11-19); Manniche, Sacred luxuries: fragrance, aromatherapy and cosmetics in

ancient Egypt, 43-54.
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Kockelmann, «Mammisi (Birth House),» 1-7.
% PM VI, 105; S. Cauville, Le Temple de Dendera, Guide archéologique, 95-96.
® Daumas, Les mammisis de Dendara, 124(2), pl. LX. ]
% Jacquet-Gordon, «Les noms des domaines funéraires sous I'Ancien Empire Egyptien,»
94, 309; De Wit, Le réle et le sens du lion dans I'Egypte ancienne, 299.
* Brugsch, Dictionnaire géographique de I’ancienne Egypte, 313, 1216.
® von Beckerath, Handbuch der agyptischen Kénigsnamen, 55, 183 (no. 7, E1).
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% Lacau, Chevrier, Une chapelle de Sesostrls ler & Karnak, 227, pl. 3.
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™ Chassinat, Le temple de Dendara I, 98(12)-99(1); Cauville, Dendara I, Traduction, 150-
151.
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8 Cauville, Le temple de Dendara X/1, 326, 10; X/2, pl. 184 ;214; Ead, Le temple de
Dendara. Les chapelles osiriennes. Transcription et traduction, 176.

® Leitz, Lexikon der agyptischen Gétter und Gétterbezeichnungen 111, 233.
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8 Cauville, Le temple de Dendara X/1, 77, 12; X/2, pl. 40; 66; Ead, Le temple de
Dendara. Les chapelles osiriennes. Transcription et traduction, 43.
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8 Osing, Rosati, Papiri da Tebtynis, 141, Tf. 19, 2, 19; Leitz, Lexikon der &gyptischen

Gotter und Gotterbezeichnungen 111, 213.

¥ Chassinat, Dendara I, 94, 7; Cauville, Dendara X, 77; Beinlich, Die «Osirisreliquien».

Zum Motiv der Kdrperzergliederung in der altagyptischen Religion, 120-121.

% Chassinat, Le temple de Dendara I, 94 (6-8): Cauville, Dendara I, Traduction, 146-147.

8 PM VI, 246; Diimichen, Geographische Inschriften altagyptischer Denkméler I, pl.

LI(4); Bénédite, Le temple de Philae, 91(15).

2 Cauville, Le temple de Dendara X/1, 326, 10; X/2, pl. 184 ;:214; Ead, Le temple de

Dendara. Les chapelles osiriennes. Transcription et traduction, 176.
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Habachi, Tavole d’offerta, are e bacili da libagione. No. 22001-22067, 95-96, Kol. 24;

Vernus, Athribis, 120-135 (Doc. 140); Leitz, Lexikon der &gyptischen Gotter und

Gotterbezeichnungen 111, 213.
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Vernus, Athribis, 121, 123(24), 126(n).
% Gauthier, Dictionnaire des noms géographiques contenus dans les textes
hiéroglyphiques I, 21; Davies, The rock tombs of Deir el Gebrawi, I, pl. 23; Il, 44, pls. 7,
18, 21, 24, 28; Helck, Die altagyptischen Gaue, 101; id, «Gaue,» col. 389; id., «lakemet»,
col. 113; Moreno Garcia, Juan Carlos, «Deir el-Gabrawi,» 2.
% Davies, The rock tombs of Deir el Gebrawi 1, 43-44.
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Sayce, «Gleanings from the Land of Egypt,», 67, n. 1; De Wit, Le role et le sens du lion
dans I'Egypte ancienne, 299; Ranke, Die agyptischen Personennamen |, 132 (11); Jones,
Index of Ancient Egyptian Titles, 876 (no. 3209).
% Kanawati, Deir el-Gabrawi. 111, 18, 43.
1% Davies, The rock tombs of Deir el Gebrawi 11, 20.
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The Goddess Matit M3ty.t
and her Role in the Ancient Egyptian Religion
Dr. Abdalla Abdel-Raziq’

Abstract:

Matit, M3ty.t (also read MB3ity.t) was a lioness-goddess (like
Hathor, Sekhmet of Memphis, Bastet of Bubastis, Mehyt of This
and etc.), whose name probably meant “she the one who has the
appearance of a lioness”, “The one that looks like a lioness™ or
“The Dismemberer”, as confirmed by the determinative of her
name which is clearly visible in the inscriptions of those vast
tombs where the nomarchs of the Sixth Dynasty were buried at
the end of the Old Kingdom especially at Deir el-Gabrawi. She
acted as the main deity of the Twelfth Nome of Upper Egypt,
described as “the mistress of Iakemet”, before her counterpart,
the falcon deity Nemty/Anty takes the first place. However, Matit
was only of local importance usually represented in the animal
form of a fierce warrior lioness or portrayed as a woman with a
lioness’s head.

In a scene of the funerary temple of Medinet Habu, of Ramses
I11, Matit was represented behind Nemty, in the form of a woman
with a lioness head crowned with the solar disk. Later, the
geographical lists of late temples, however, show that Matit not
only retained her place to the end as goddess of the Nome, but
had some reputation outside of it also at that period. She was
found among the many gods who ensure the protection of Osiris
in one of the chapels of the temple of Dendera. She is sometimes
assimilated to the goddess Isis delivering her brother Seth to a
place of internment so that he can no longer penetrate the city of
Abydos.

In the temple of Dendera, Matit also appears twice in the third
Chapel of the Osirian Chapels, guarding the entrance leading to
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the chapel, she was firstly depicted as a woman with a lioness
head armed with two knives, but in the second representation
which is at the bottom of the chapel wall she is this time
symmetrically opposed to the goddess Mehyt, on both sides of
the body of Osiris, she is represented, in the fully zoomorphic
aspect of an elongated lioness on a rectangular base with behind
her a falcon that seems to be the son of Isis (Horus), the wings
are open forward in a protective gesture, wearing a crown placed
on horizontal ram horns and she does not have the tail wrapped
around the thigh, an interesting detail already noted in the
determinative of her name in the Old Kingdom, but here the tail
was raised (drawn up) towards the back and returned over the
back, like an angry cat waving the tail, which is probably a way
to express the anger or fury of a formidable guardian.

Keywords

Dendera - lakemet - Isis - Lioness goddess - Matit — Mehyt -
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