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An economic Study of the Reasons for the Farmers' Reluctance of Cultivation of

Faba Bean and Lentil in Sharkia Governorate

El-Sayed. G. Abdel-Rahman and Amena S. Mohamed
Economic Research Institute, Agricultural Research Center, Gaza, Egypt

SHARKIA Governorate is famous for the cultivation of both faba bean and lentil crops,
but in recent years it has been observed that the cultivated areas with both crops have
been decreased. The cultivated area with faba bean decreased from 29.4 thousand feddans
in 2000 to 5.3 thousand feddans in 2020, the area decreased by approximately 82% From
its counterpart in 2000, which led to a decrease in the quantity produced from faba bean
crop from 42 thousand tons in 2000 to about 8.2 thousand tons in 2020. As for the lentil
crop, the cultivated area decreased from 430 acres in 2000 to 62 acres in 2020, that is, the
area decreased by approximately 85% from its counterpart in 2000, which led to a decrease
in the quantity produced from the lentil crop from 360 tons in 2000 to 63 tons in 2020
Sharkia Governorate. Therefore, the research included a questionnaire form to study the
reasons for the farmers’ reluctance to grow the local faba bean and lentil crops and the
suggested solutions in Sharkia Governorate. One of the most important suggestions for the
respondents to solve this problem was that the number of respondents’ opinions about
reducing the local market’s supply of imported lentils when harvesting local lentils was
about 0.18 of the total number of respondents in the sample, and the number of
respondents’ opinions that encourage the activity of seed companies for the production and
distribution of lentil seeds to farmers before planting date is about 0.12 out of the total
number of respondents in the sample. The number of respondents’ opinions that provide a
guarantee price for farms where prices conflict, which leads to the farmer is forced to sell
at the lowest prices, about 0.16 of the total number of respondents in the study sample. It
could recommend that, encouraging farmers for intercropping faba bean with other crops to
increase the cultivated area. Providing farmers with improved pesticides and seeds faba
beans to increase feddan productivity. Providing farmers with modern irrigation systems
for lentil cultivation, not flood irrigation, which cause plant suffocation and disease

problems.

Keywords: Reluctance - farmers - beans - lentils - production - food gap - imports - per

capita — opinions.
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