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Role of Rural Women in Sustainable Development in Sharkia

Governorate

Tahany S. Bayoumiand Dina A. Shafike
Agricultural Economics Research Institute

THIS STUDY aimed to know the performance efficiency and participation of rural
women in sustainable development in Egypt and Sharkia Governorate. In addition,
the identification of factors and variables affecting the role of rural women in sustainable
development in the Sharkia Governorate. So that, the study relied on two main data sources
which are secondary data published by the official authorities and primary data through
a specially designed questionnaire form. It also relied on the descriptive and quantitative
methods and choosing the appropriate ones according to the available data. The most important
operations are done by woman are at home, then the agricultural field, and finally in marketing
their agricultural commodities and products. It was found that the time that the rural agricultural
woman has done those three previous operations 53.16%, 17.05% and 29.79% respectively.
Her wage for the total three previous operations was about 1390.71 LE / month or 45.72 LE /
day. One of the most important problems impeding rural women’s participation in sustainable
development is the existence of customs and traditions, as her role, movement and activity
must be restricted within the home only, without work. Some of tools and methods that women
used at home are still traditional and primitive, such as preserving milk and making cream and
butter. Also, role of rural woman in sustainable development, whether inside home or outside, is
not matched by a financial appreciation. the study recommended that the state’s empowerment
of rural women economically, socially, and culturally, through financing medium, small and
micro projects for rural women by small loans. Activating the role of agricultural extension
for educating rural women and introduce them to modern methods of food processing. The
necessity of establishing dairy collection centers in the villages of the governorate.



