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Abstract

The early marriage is an old existing phenomenon. It has historical and social
roots. This phenomenon is very related to the beliefs of the societies as well as their
customs and traditions. However, it has not been dealt with as a phenomenon since
recent times because of the different problems that resulted from it: social, phycological,
and health problems. These problems led to the disturbance of the family structure and
maybe its dissolution.

One of aims of this study is to investigate the opinion of the respondents in the
phenomenon of the early marriage. This study also aims at recognizing some personal
and social features among those who married at an early age and who did not marry at
an early age. It also seeks to identify the reasons behind the early marriage of rural girls.
Some suggestions to face the early marriage phenomenon of the respondents’ opinions
are also proposed. To accomplish these goals, two villages from earch center from these
centers have been selected: Al Fath Center, Assiut Center, Al Ghanayem Center, and
Al-Qusiya center. The data have been collected using guestionaire from answered by
married women.

The results proved that the rural families may marry their daughters at an early
age for reasons such as ignorance, backwardness, old habits, destiny in addition to
prevent some girls from education and the suitable bride issue. The early marriage
results to physiological effects such as personality disorders and emotional deprivation
and social effects such as not assuming responsibility of the family and the family
problems. The respondents also preferred to some proposed ideas to limit the early
marriage phenomenon: taking legal action against the parents who violate the law and
marry their daughters at an illegal age. Serious actions must also be taken against the
doctors who manipulate the age of young girls in order to enable them from marrying at
an age younger than the legal age of marriage.

The respondents refer to some proposals solutions per reducing the phenomenon
of early marriage, these solutions are taking legal action against the parents who violate
the law and marry their daughters before the legal age of marriage. They also suggest
that measures must be taken to deter doctors who manipulate the age of young girls to
enable them of marrying in an early age. They also proposed to reduce the phenomenon
of dropping school in general and dropping school for rural girls in particular.
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