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Local Situation of Egyptian Cotton and its Foreign Trade

Ayman Safwat Mohamed Fahmy; Ahmed Abd EL-Hafeez Mohamed;
Mohamed Abd EI-Wahab Abo-Nahoul and Galal Abd El-Fattah El-Sohgair

Department of Agricultural Economics, Faculty of Agriculture, Assiut University

Summary

Recent decades have appeared a clear deterioration in cotton situation at
both of its production and foreign trade that can affect current and future status of
this crop. Based on the research results in the side of production of the cotton
crop in Egypt shown that Egyptian lower region occupied about 83% of the total
area and total production more than half of occupied by ELBehera and Kafr El-
Sheikh governorates together .

The study results showed also a significant decline during the study period
at the national level and at the level of the various geographical regions in Egypt
for both area and total production, and that the rate of decline was more
pronounced in both middle and Upper Egypt compared to Lower Egypt.

At the level of cotton foreign trade, the results of the study indicate that the
exports of raw cotton which amounted to an average quantity of about 85197
tons has been decreased by about 5174 tons, equivalent to about 6.7% of the
average annual amount of cotton exports, at the same time the results of the
analysis did not show a significant changes not only in export prices but also in
export value.

Imports of cotton for local industries which estimated at about 36000 tons
increased annually be about 3650 tons, equivalent to about 10.13% of the annual
average of Egypt's imports of cotton, at the same time the import prices and value
of cotton imports increased annually at rates of about 4.4%, 12.48% respectively.

The study recommends reviewing agriculture policy to return for cotton its
past situation in facing local and foreign markets.
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