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RESEARCH SUMMARY

The current research aimed to investigate levels of critical reflection, the
theoretical approach considered critical reflection as a special case from critical
thinking which is an important tool used by educators effectively in the
educational field. The research also aimed to explain the fundamental differences
in performance on the critical reflection test in light of the problems of
professional competences of teachers. Professional competences were considered
as a cross-cultural variable. The sample was derived from (89) students at King
Saud University Teachers College as a representative of the Saudi educational
culture, and a sample of (169) students at Alexandria University Faculty of
Education as a representative of the Egyptian educational culture. The research
also aimed to compare and order critical reflection levels between students of the
two universities.

The researchers designed a critical reflection test which was based on
some of the problems of professional competences for the student teacher. The
test was reliability verified in more than one way. The exploratory factor analysis
indicated that the test was valid. The affirmative factor analysis due to extracting
five key factors represent critical reflection dimensions that have been reviewed
theoretically these dimensions are: Assumption analysis, contextual awareness,
Imaginative speculation, Reflective skepticism, and critical self-reflection, the
factor analysis proved that these dimensions were grouped under one factor

supposed to be critical reflection.

The results indicated that comparing averages standard scores of critical
reflection dimensions for students at two universities showed that higher averages
were that of students at the University of Alexandria., and the contextual
awareness was the highest average among students in King Saud University while
assumptions analysis was the highest Average of students at the University of

Alexandria.

The T test results indicated that there are statistically significant differences at
the level of 0.01 between the students of Alexandria University and King Saud
University on some dimensions of critical reflection test these dimensions were:
assumptions analysis, imaginative speculation and the total score in favor of

students of the University of Alexandria.

The results of the affirmative factor analysis also indicated that to the latent
structure of the critical reflection test has not changed despite the cultural
differences in the sample (Alexandria University - King Saud University), the
factor analysis affirmed that these dimensions were grouped under one factor
supposed to be critical reflection, and finally the researchers set some

recommendations and proposed researches.
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