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Abstract

Through the past years, the researchers’, the educational policy makers’ and
the high education leaders’ concern about the role that universities can play in
the society in addition to the traditional functions of the universities in the
education and the scientific research has increased. This concern is based on
the various benefits resulting from the engagement of the universities in the
society such as developing the conscious and the feeling with the civil and
social responsibility, improving the quality of the educational process, guiding
the scientific research to advantage the society and contributing in developing
the local communities and supplying their needs. This concern has resulted in
the emergence of new concepts that express the civil role of the universities
and their function in the community engagement such as the concepts of
“Civic university”, “community-engaged university” and “civically engaged
university”.

The purpose of this research is to reveal the concept, nature and mechanisms
of the participating universities in society and to lead them in the light of a
number of contemporary international experiences. Accordingly, the following
questions were formulated: 1. What is the concept and nature of community
participation of universities? 2. What are the roles and responsibilities of
leadership in community participation of universities? 3. What are the main
international experiences in the field of community participation of
universities, which can be utilized in Kuwaiti higher education? 4. What are
the lessons learned from international experiences in community participation
of universities?

This research is a documentary based on the analysis of literature and
documents related to the experiences of some countries and international
universities in the field of supporting community and civic participation of
universities. The most important lessons learned were the following: The
necessity of rewriting mission, mission and values data for Kuwaiti
universities to explicitly emphasize civil and community participation.
Achieving the concept of university participation in the Kuwaiti higher
education requires Apply nontraditional leadership methods that must be
applied and train university leaders such as distributed leadership methods,
participatory leadership, servant leadership and informal leadership, as well as
the need to acquire leadership skills such as skills Negotiation, conflict

management, and management of community partnership, and effective

communication with the local community organizations and civil..
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