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The Reasons behind Low Academic Achievements of Math Students
at Shagra University from the Viewpoint of Faculty Members
Dr. Salman Hadaid Alshammari
Assistant Professor, College of Sciences and Arts, Shagra,
Shagra University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the reasons behind the low academic
achievements of math students at Shagra University, from the viewpoint
of faculty members. This carried out through the application of a
questionnaire which had been verified valid and reliable. The
questionnaire  included personal data such a: sex, academic
qualifications, experience in addition to (48) items distributed on four
areas: (11 items) to explore students attitudes, faculty (19) items,
academic content (5) items, then the last section dealt with equipment
and methods of evaluation with (13 ) items.

The sample consisted of 42 faculty members. To calculate the results,
the averages and standard deviations were used in the first question.
While averages, standard deviations and the test "T" T-test were used to
answer the second question. In both, the third and the fourth questions,
the researcher used the arithmetic means, the standard deviations and
the analysis of variance. The study implemented the Likert's scale with
five scales: Very large (5), large (4), medium (3), a few (2), very few
(1). The variable of the Academic Rank Section had three levels:
assistant professor, associate professor, professor. While the experience
variable was divided into three levels: less 5 years or from 6 to 10 years,
11 years and over.

The study concluded the low academic achievement of math students
in Shagra University, from the viewpoint of the faculty members, was
due to many factors such as: the students' learning strategies (habits). It
was found that most students study immediately before the test. There
was also a lack of remedial plans to help low achievers to improve their
performance. Another cause was found was that the material was
written in English, which was a practical barrier for students, who are
poor in the English Language. There was also lack of library sources in
the college library that could help students to master their syllabus.

The study also showed that there were no statistical significant
differences in all areas of the study due to gender differences or
academic rank in all fields of study. But the exception was found within
the fourth field (the educational environment and methods of
evaluation); where there was a statistical significant difference in favour
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of associate professor. There were no statistical significant differences
in all areas of study attributed to differences in experience as well.

The study concluded with a set of recommendations; that the library
must be supplied with translated references of Mathematics, and
learning aids. Students should have training courses in special English
for Mathematics. The researcher would like to mention the need for the
promotion of mathematics applications to help students make use of
mathematical knowledge in their decisions. Plans of treatment to help
low achievers are needed, in addition to the adoption of quality in
education, by the faculty members, rather than quantity.
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